
Inside This IssueMcAfee Named SLA President-Elect,
New Board Members Added

Owners of Chicago Professional
Sports Franchises Discuss Stadium
Development, Leadership and Legacy
at Sports Lawyers Association Annual
Conference

___ The Sports Lawyers Association announced a series of leadership appointments at its
annual conference, naming Arthur McAfee III as president-elect and adding Laura Warren,
Jeff Cook and Ivan Parron to its board of directors.
___ The appointments are expected to help guide the organization as it continues to
support the professional development of sports law practitioners.
___ McAfee is a veteran sports attorney and executive with more than three decades of
experience in professional and collegiate athletics. He serves as a senior executive in the
NFL's Football Operations department and previously worked for the NFL Players
Association, IMG and the NCAA. A graduate of Morehouse College and Howard 
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By Drew Schott

___ For more than a century, the Chicago Bears have played their home games in the
Windy City. Soldier Field in downtown Chicago has hosted the Bears since 1971,
following the NFL franchise’s stint at Wrigley Field from 1921-1970. 
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Led by Mayne, Nixon Peabody Is Making Its Mark in the
Sports Industry
By Holt Hackney, Editor

___ Nic Mayne, a partner and co-leader of the Entertainment and Sports Team at Nixon Peabody,
has become a familiar presence at the annual Sports Lawyers Association conference. 
___ Whether speaking on panels or engaging with colleagues throughout the event, Mayne brings
a thoughtful perspective on the legal and business issues shaping the sports industry. 
___ In this interview, he discusses his practice, emerging trends in sports law, the evolution of
sports marketing, and the value of the Sports Lawyers Association.

How would you describe Nixon Peabody’s practice?
___ Nixon Peabody's Entertainment & Sports practice sits at the intersection of business, culture,
and community. As a full-service firm with over 650 attorneys across the globe, we engage with
the sports industry from every angle - advising athletes, teams, leagues, networks, and investors on
issues including the evolving sports media landscape, stadium development, major sporting event
bids and execution, employment matters, and investment deals. We believe in the transformative
impact of sports and the industry's expanding role in shaping cities, communities, and culture.
Whether our clients are building the next iconic venue, negotiating a media rights deal, or
investing in the future of a franchise, we bring the full strength of the firm to every engagement.
 
And your own practice?
___ My practice centers on helping athletes, teams, and leagues engage with the broader business
world, and helping businesses engage with talent, teams, and leagues. Drawing on my prior
experience as an NHL player agent and my work with clients at the forefront of the creator
economy, I regularly advise consumer product brands founded by talent or built around talent 
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or built around talent marketing assets, as well as new media networks and production companies focused on YouTube and streaming platforms. I
also help clients across industries navigate sports and entertainment sponsorships, partnerships, and investment opportunities.

What was the most memorable aspect of the recent SLA conference?
___ The SLA Annual Conference continues to be a standout event. Everything about the program, from the content to the people you get to connect
with, is fantastic. What was most memorable to me this year was just the scale of the conference - it's amazing to see how much the organization
has grown over the years and what the conference has become. The room is full of serious sports law players, and I always leave the event with new
ideas and relationships.

Why does Nixon Peabody sponsor SLA?
___ Members of our team have been attending SLA for 10+ years, and our sponsorship reflects how much we value both the organization and the
community it has built. SLA brings together the leaders, advisors, and innovators driving the business of sports forward — and that aligns directly
with how we approach our own work in the industry. Supporting SLA is about more than visibility; it's about investing in the relationships, ideas,
and people shaping the future of sports law. We're proud of our partnership with SLA and look forward to seeing it continue to grow.
 
What trends are you following most closely through the rest of the year?
___ I am closely following the continued evolution of college athletics, including federal legislative efforts, private equity investment, and the
growth of the student-athlete sector of the creator economy. It's a space that's being reshaped in real time, with NIL rule changes, conference
realignment, and revenue-sharing models all converging to create new opportunities (and new legal complexities) for athletes, schools, investors,
and brands alike. How the regulatory and commercial landscape settles over the next 12 to 18 months will have ripple effects across the broader
sports industry, particularly sports marketing and media.

https://www.nixonpeabody.com/capabilities/practices/entertainment-and-sports
https://www.nixonpeabody.com/people/mayne-nicoleas


NIL and Equity: Examining Access, Visibility, and Influence in College
Athletics 
By Anna Giambelluca, Esq. 

___ NIL discussions often focus on contracts, compensation, and the
rapidly changing world of college athletics. But the opening session
of the Sports Lawyers Association 2026 Annual Conference, NIL
Through the Lens of DEI, immediately set an intentional tone for the
conference by pushing the conversation beyond legal updates and
financial discussions surrounding athlete compensation. Instead, the
discussion focused on how equity, access, visibility, and institutional
support continue to shape opportunities within modern college sports.
___ Nona Lee brought both professional and personal experience to
the conversation. As a certified DEI consultant and former collegiate
athlete, Lee guided attendees through interactive discussions
surrounding leadership, institutional support, and the realities
influencing who benefits most from the evolving NIL marketplace.
___ The presentation was intentionally interactive. Throughout the
session, Lee presented attendees with hypotheticals involving athlete
marketability, social media influence, institutional resources,
endorsement opportunities, and public perception, then asked
audience members to weigh in with their own perspectives. The
format encouraged attendees to think critically about how bias,
visibility, and access can shape NIL outcomes in ways that are not
always immediately obvious.
___ Early in the discussion, Lee emphasized that “discomfort is a
sign of growth,” a theme that carried throughout the presentation as
attendees explored how NIL opportunities are distributed unevenly
across gender, race, sport, and institutional resources.
___ Lee acknowledged that NIL has created meaningful
opportunities for athletes to benefit financially from their personal
brands and visibility, particularly for women athletes, athletes of
color, and athletes competing outside of traditional revenue-
generating sports. At the same time, she stressed that many of the
inequities long present throughout college athletics remain visible
within the NIL era.
___ “NIL now sparks broader discussions around equity and access,
financial literacy, and DEI,” Lee said.
___ According to Lee, NIL opportunities are often influenced by far
more than athletic ability alone. Factors such as social media reach,
school resources, conference exposure, and existing professional
networks can all influence which athletes receive opportunities and
which athletes struggle to gain visibility. Lee repeatedly returned to
the concepts of proximity, power, and advocacy, encouraging
attendees to “interrogate that gap” when evaluating why certain
athletes are positioned to benefit more than others.
___ One of the session’s most thought-provoking discussions 
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centered on the growing separation between athletic performance and
NIL success. Using examples involving influencer-driven athletes
and social media visibility, Lee questioned whether NIL
compensation is always tied to on-field production or whether online
presence and marketability are increasingly driving value.
___ In one hypothetical presented to the audience, Lee compared a
highly visible social media personality with limited playing time to a
starting athlete in a revenue-generating sport who lacked the same
online following. Audience members were asked to evaluate which
athlete would likely receive more endorsement interest and why. The
conversation highlighted how NIL opportunities can sometimes
prioritize entertainment value, aesthetics, and digital influence over
athletic accomplishment itself.
___ “What is NIL actually rewarding here?” Lee asked.
___ That question expanded into broader conversations surrounding
influencer culture, visibility, and which athletes may be excluded
from NIL opportunities that prioritize marketability over athletic
achievement. Lee also noted that “risk is often unevenly applied —
especially to athletes from marginalized groups,” particularly when
athletes navigate public scrutiny, branding expectations, and social
media engagement.
___ Several inequities currently shaping the NIL landscape were
discussed during the session. Lee pointed to persistent disparities in
high-value deals between men’s and women’s sports, as well as the
concentration of major NIL opportunities at Power Four institutions
with greater financial resources and media exposure. Football and
basketball continue to dominate much of the NIL marketplace, while
athletes in Olympic and non-revenue sports often face significantly
fewer opportunities despite competitive success.
___ Lee also examined the role institutional support can play in
shaping NIL access. Schools with established media departments,  

Nona Lee
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SLA Panel Discussion
Looks at Major Olympic
Disputes and Recent CAS
Case Law
 

larger donor networks, dedicated NIL education programs, and
stronger alumni connections are often better positioned to help
athletes secure opportunities. Smaller institutions and HBCUs, by
contrast, may face challenges competing for the same level of
corporate attention and sponsorship resources.
___ Another issue raised during the discussion involved locker
room dynamics created by NIL disparities. As some athletes
secure substantial endorsement deals while teammates receive
little or no compensation, schools and coaches are increasingly
navigating questions involving team culture, morale, and
transparency.
___ In addition to discussing current inequities, the session also
explored potential solutions. Lee outlined several strategies
institutions and conferences could implement to create more
inclusive NIL environments, including voluntary gender-parity
initiatives, centralized deal support systems, media equity plans,
and conference-level equity certifications.
___ Additional strategies focused specifically on supporting
smaller schools and HBCUs were also discussed. Among the
ideas presented were regional sponsorship collaborations,
alumni-driven micro-collectives, and shared resource models
designed to expand opportunities for athletes outside the Power
Four structure.
___ Legal and policy uncertainty remained another major focus
of the session. Lee discussed unresolved questions involving
Title IX implications, booster involvement, institutional
oversight, and the continued evolution of amateurism in college
athletics. As NIL rules continue to shift, the conversation
emphasized the important role attorneys, compliance
professionals, and institutional leaders will play in helping shape
more transparent and equitable systems moving forward.
___ The presentation ultimately returned to leadership and
authenticity within the NIL space.
___ “Courageous leaders means standing in your truth,” Lee said.
“For athletes, coaches, and even business leaders, leveraging NIL
effectively requires self-awareness, integrity, and courage to
align brand decisions with authentic values.”
___ Lee closed by reframing the meaning behind NIL itself: an
athlete’s “name” represents reputation, their “image” reflects
perception, and their “likeness” represents influence.
___ That idea ultimately captured the broader takeaway from the
session. As NIL continues to reshape college athletics, questions
surrounding equity, visibility, and access may prove just as
significant as the financial opportunities themselves.

By Kaylah Dove

___ During the 2026 Sports Lawyers Association Conference in
Chicago this spring, a panel of sports law experts examined
major Olympic disputes and recent Court of Arbitration for Sport
(CAS) anti-doping case law. 
___ The panel featured Michael Lenard, president of the
International Council of Arbitration for Sport (ICAS); Matthieu
Reeb, director general of the Court of Arbitration for Sport; and
William Sternheimer, manager of education at CAS. The
discussion provided insight into the evolving role of CAS in
resolving high-profile Olympic disputes and shaping global anti-
doping jurisprudence. 

The Evolution of CAS Ad Hoc Jurisdiction
___ Lenard opened the session by discussing the historical
development of CAS's Ad Hoc Division and its role in resolving
disputes during the Olympic Games. He explained that the
expedited arbitration framework emerged, in part, from
controversies involving American sprinter Butch Reynolds in the
early 1990s, highlighting the need for athletes to have immediate
access to independent dispute resolution during Olympic
competition. 
___ Lenard emphasized that the Ad Hoc Division serves two
primary purposes: preserving the orderly operation of the
Olympic Games while ensuring athletes are not deprived of
meaningful procedural protections. He noted that the system's
expanded standing and jurisdictional principles were
intentionally designed to prevent athletes from being left without
an effective forum during the Games. 

Olympic Disputes from Milan-Cortina and Paris 2024
___ Reeb reviewed several notable disputes arising from recent
Olympic competitions. 
___ One case involved the British Bobsleigh & Skeleton
Association's attempt to introduce a redesigned aerodynamic
helmet during the Milan-Cortina Winter Games. CAS ultimately
upheld the International Bobsleigh & Skeleton Federation's 
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determination that the helmet violated equipment regulations
because of its altered aerodynamic features. 
___ Reeb also discussed the widely publicized case involving
Ukrainian athlete Vladyslav Heraskevych, who sought to wear a
helmet honoring Ukrainian athletes killed during Russia's invasion
of Ukraine. CAS upheld restrictions prohibiting political
demonstrations during Olympic competition, concluding that while
athletes maintain freedom of expression, the field of play must
remain politically neutral under Olympic regulations. 
___ Additional disputes addressed during the panel included
athlete-selection controversies, procedural challenges involving
Olympic scoring protests, and disciplinary matters arising from
coach misconduct allegations. 
___ The panel also revisited the ongoing controversy surrounding
the women's floor exercise final at the Paris 2024 Olympic Games
involving Jordan Chiles and Romanian gymnast Ana Bărbosu.
Reeb explained the procedural issues concerning the timeliness of
scoring protests and noted that aspects of the dispute remain under
review following proceedings before Swiss authorities. 

CAS Anti-Doping Jurisprudence
___ Sternheimer then focused on recent developments in CAS anti-
doping case law, emphasizing the stringent burden athletes face
when attempting to establish contamination defenses or
demonstrate a lack of intent. 
___ His presentation analyzed several high-profile matters,
including the Kamila Valieva contamination defense, Paul Pogba's
appeal involving prohibited substances, and Simona Halep's
contaminated-supplement case. 
___ Sternheimer explained that CAS jurisprudence consistently
requires athletes to identify the source of a prohibited substance
before sanctions may be meaningfully reduced. Even when
contamination theories appear plausible, CAS panels continue to
apply strict evidentiary standards when evaluating whether athletes
have met their burden of proof. 
___ The discussion also highlighted the importance of procedural
compliance by anti-doping organizations. Sternheimer noted that
CAS panels have increasingly scrutinized whether governing
bodies properly followed notification, testing, and adjudicatory
requirements before imposing sanctions. 
___ Collectively, the panel explored how CAS continues to balance
athlete rights, procedural fairness, and the integrity of international
sport in an increasingly complex global sports environment. 

Dove is a 2L at University of Texas School of Law.

Sports Law Jobs, Courtesy
of TeamWork Online
10 years ago, TeamWork Online (TWO), the leading recruiting
platform to sports organizations, and Sports Lawyers Association
(SLA) began a partnership whereby (TWO) provides premium
“job hunting” benefits to current members of the SLA. To
receive benefits, members merely need to put a code into their
TWO profile, under “Clubs”  (SLA-MVP-TWO): Benefits
include weekly insider career coaching tips, discounts to events,
and discounted upgrade to our MVP Access Program. 

Part Time
PT Contract and Admin Assistant - Hershey
Entertainment and Resorts

https://www.teamworkonline.com/entertainment-
jobs/hershey-entertainment-resorts/hershey-
entertainment-and-resorts-jobs/pt-contract-and-admin-
assistant-2173271 

Temp Paralegal, Business Affairs - MLS League Office
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/major-
league-soccer-league-office-jobs/major-league-soccer-
league-office-jobs/temp-paralegal-business-affairs-
2163830 

Entry
Legal Assistant - WME

https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/legal-assistant-2172045 

Assistant, Business Affairs - WME
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/assistant-business-affairs-
2170792 

Business Affairs Executive - WME
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-
2172507 

Coordinator, Safeguarding & Compliance - US Club
Soccer

https://www.teamworkonline.com/olympic-
jobs/usngbjobs/us-club-soccer/coordinator-safeguarding-
compliance-2169836 

Contract Administrator - AEG Presents
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/aeg-sports/aeg-presents/contract-
administrator-2172206 

Associate Counsel - IMG
https://www.teamworkonline.com/agency-jobs/img-
jobs/img-jobs/associate-counsel-2169699 

Legal Coordinator - WME
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/legal-coordinator-2168961 
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Government Relations Onsite Lead - FIFA World Cup 2026
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/fifa-world-
cup-2026/fifa-world-cup-2026/government-relations-onsite-
lead-fifa-world-cup-26-all-host-cities-2145226 

Manager
Legal / Senior Legal Counsel - Athletics

https://www.teamworkonline.com/baseball-jobs/athletics-
jobs/athletics-jobs/legal-senior-legal-counsel-2174001 

Rights Coordinator, Studios - IMG
https://www.teamworkonline.com/agency-jobs/img-
jobs/img-jobs/rights-coordinator-studios-img-2173844 

Risk Manager - Athletics
https://www.teamworkonline.com/baseball-jobs/athletics-
jobs/athletics-jobs/risk-manager-2173491 

Supplier Diversity & Risk Manager | Denver Tech Center -
Oak View Group

https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-
jobs/oakview-group-/ovg-corporate/supplier-diversity-risk-
manager-full-time-denver-tech-center-2169517 

Contract Procurement Administrator - Legends Global
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-
jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/contract-
procurement-administrator-2169479 

Manager, Risk Management - NASCAR
https://www.teamworkonline.com/motorsports-
jobs/nascar/nascar-jobs-/manager-risk-management-
2169405 

Safeguarding & Anti-Discrimination Venue Manager -
FIFA World Cup 2026

https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/fifa-world-
cup-2026/fifa-world-cup-2026/safeguarding-anti-
discrimination-venue-manager-match-day-only-2166715

Manager, Business & Legal Affairs - Legends Global
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-
jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/manager-business-
legal-affairs-2164712 

Senior Coordinator, Player Relations - MLS League Office
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/major-
league-soccer-league-office-jobs/major-league-soccer-
league-office-jobs/senior-coordinator-player-relations-
2164175 

Director 
Associate General Counsel - Athletics

https://www.teamworkonline.com/baseball-jobs/athletics-
jobs/athletics-jobs/associate-general-counsel-2174113 
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Business Affairs Executive, Non-Scripted TV/Digital Media
- WME

https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-non-
scripted-tv-digital-media-2172500 

Head of Safeguarding - Americas (North) - NYCFC
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/nycfc/nyc-
fc/head-of-safeguarding-americas-north-2170667 

GRC Lead - AEG Worldwide
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/aeg-
sports/aeg-worldwide/grc-lead-2170202 

Legal Counsel - WME
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/legal-counsel-2168960 

Director, Category Management - Legends Global
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-
jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/director-category-
management-2168249 

Director, Managing Counsel - Elevate Creative - Elevate
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/elevate-sport-ventures-careers/elevate-sports-
ventures-jobs/director-managing-counsel-elevate-creative-
2166768 

Associate General Counsel - USL League Office
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/usl-soccer-
jobs/usl-league-office-jobs/associate-general-counsel-
2165758 

Manager, Employee & Labor Relations - Climate Pledge
Arena

https://www.teamworkonline.com/hockey-jobs/seattle-
kraken-/climate-pledge-arena/manager-employee-labor-
relations-2162697 

Senior
Counsel - IMG

https://www.teamworkonline.com/agency-jobs/img-
jobs/img-jobs/counsel-2174189 

Business Affairs Executive - WME
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-
properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-
2160031 
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https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/aeg-sports/aeg-worldwide/grc-lead-2170202
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/aeg-sports/aeg-worldwide/grc-lead-2170202
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/wme-img/wme/legal-counsel-2168960
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/wme-img/wme/legal-counsel-2168960
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/director-category-management-2168249
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/director-category-management-2168249
https://www.teamworkonline.com/arenas-facilities-jobs/asm-global-jobs/asm-global-jobs/director-category-management-2168249
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/elevate-sport-ventures-careers/elevate-sports-ventures-jobs/director-managing-counsel-elevate-creative-2166768
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/elevate-sport-ventures-careers/elevate-sports-ventures-jobs/director-managing-counsel-elevate-creative-2166768
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/elevate-sport-ventures-careers/elevate-sports-ventures-jobs/director-managing-counsel-elevate-creative-2166768
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/elevate-sport-ventures-careers/elevate-sports-ventures-jobs/director-managing-counsel-elevate-creative-2166768
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/usl-soccer-jobs/usl-league-office-jobs/associate-general-counsel-2165758
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/usl-soccer-jobs/usl-league-office-jobs/associate-general-counsel-2165758
https://www.teamworkonline.com/soccer-jobs/usl-soccer-jobs/usl-league-office-jobs/associate-general-counsel-2165758
https://www.teamworkonline.com/hockey-jobs/seattle-kraken-/climate-pledge-arena/manager-employee-labor-relations-2162697
https://www.teamworkonline.com/hockey-jobs/seattle-kraken-/climate-pledge-arena/manager-employee-labor-relations-2162697
https://www.teamworkonline.com/hockey-jobs/seattle-kraken-/climate-pledge-arena/manager-employee-labor-relations-2162697
https://www.teamworkonline.com/agency-jobs/img-jobs/img-jobs/counsel-2174189
https://www.teamworkonline.com/agency-jobs/img-jobs/img-jobs/counsel-2174189
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-2160031
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-2160031
https://www.teamworkonline.com/multiple-properties/wme-img/wme/business-affairs-executive-2160031


Programs that call in sports-centric areas like Los Angeles, Miami,
New York City, and Phoenix home offer their students unparalleled
access to league headquarters, major agencies, and massive live
events. In addition, the growing number of joint degree programs
(including J.D./MSLB, J.D./M.S., and J.D./LL.M. experiences) is
indicative of a rising industry demand for professionals who can
offer both business acumen and legal excellence.
___ As the sports law landscape continues to develop in areas like
global arbitration and sports betting, the best programs in America
have moved beyond just teaching the “law of sports” to create
training systems to develop the future architects of a multi-billion
dollar global industry where the lines between athlete, enterprise,
and influencer continue to shift and blur.

See HACKNEY on page 15 
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Hackney Publications Recognizes the Top Thirty U.S. Sports Law
Programs in 2026
By Oliver Canning

___ The world of sports law is rapidly transitioning from a niche
specialization to an exploding multidisciplinary field. As the
sporting industry grows into a global asset class, legal education has
pivoted with it, moving beyond teaching traditional contract
negotiation into the complicated areas of private equity, AI, and the
burgeoning name, image, and likeness (NIL) landscape. 

I. The Financialization of Sports: Private Equity and Big Data
___ One of the more prominent changes since the last edition of this
piece in 2024 has been private equity’s aggressive entrance into the
world of professional sports. Institutional investment has begun to
reshape the very way leagues are structured and teams are valued,
creating a need for a new type of sports lawyer who is
simultaneously as comfortable with a complex mergers and
acquisitions deal as they are when handling matters involving labor
law. 
___ At the same time, artificial intelligence (AI) is becoming
increasingly integrated and has revolutionized the means by which
teams are managing engagement with their fans, scouting top
prospects, and protecting their intellectual property. In response, law
programs have developed cutting-edge curricula that are helping to
prepare students for a future where algorithms will influence
everything from broadcast rights to player contracts.

II. The NIL Evolution: From Chaos to Compliance
___ NIL once completely lacked regulation, being referred to as a
“Wild West,” but has now entered a new era of institutional
compliance and market regulation. In turn (and in conjunction with
the 2025 House v. NCAA settlement agreement), leading law schools
have moved from hypothetical conversations to real-world clinical
application, helping to influence the lives of student-athletes across
the country. These programs have launched dedicated NIL clinics
and projects that grant pro bono legal service to players on campus.
This is a trend that reflects a larger shift towards a new area of
collegiate roles, where legal expertise is applied to areas like risk
management, compliance, and athlete brand protection to help
accomplish the goals of a given athletic department. 

III. Emerging Hubs and Interdisciplinary Expertise
___ The “Top 30 U.S. Sports Law Programs in 2026” are colleges
and universities that are increasingly defined by both their
interdisciplinary approach and geographic advantage. 

May/June 2026
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market and therefore has more flexibility to adopt their own rules.
Thus, Clerk Wolfe affirmed the motion to dismiss. 
___ Representatives for both parties have yet to comment on the
decision. The plaintiffs were represented by Joshua Davis of Berger
Montague in San Francisco, while the Ivy League was represented
by Seth Waxman of WilmerHale in Washington, D.C.

Altenar Technologies
Limited Sues Sportradar for
Antitrust Violations
By Braeden Trotter, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On March 31, 2026, Altenar Technologies Limited sued
Sportradar in the U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey
for alleged violations of the Sherman Act. Altenar Technologies
Limited (“Altenar”) alleges that Sportradar has engaged in an
unlawful refusal to deal and has taken steps to prevent Altenar from
entering the United States market.
___ Altenar is a software provider that offers turnkey technology
platforms to sportsbooks. Sportradar is a data company that holds
exclusive multiyear deals for official live sports data with the NBA,
NHL, and MLB. The business relationship between the parties
began to shift following the 2018 Supreme Court decision in
Murphy v. NCAA, which allowed thirty-nine states to legalize
sports betting. In 2022, Sportradar introduced its own turnkey
sportsbook solution, Orako, which directly competes with Altenar.
In its complaint, Altenar alleges that Sportradar reneged on promises
to grant the company access to the United States market and began
to “choke off Altenar’s access” to data to favor its own Orako
platform. Altenar claims these actions constitute an attempt to
monopolize the market via a refusal to deal in violation of the
Sherman Act. Altenar is seeking injunctive relief that would require
Sportradar to provide access to official data on “reasonable and non-
discriminatory terms,” along with financial damages as well. 
___ “While we prefer not to comment on pending litigation, we
strongly disagree with the claims made by Altenar, which we
believe are without merit and contain numerous inaccuracies,” a
Sportradar spokesperson said. Counsel for Sportradar was not
identified in available reports. “Sportradar wanted to take as much
of the United States turnkey market for itself as it could. Rather than
keep its promise to provide Altenar with data rights for use in the
United States,” said the complaint filed by Altenar. The company is
represented by Ivan Torres and Edward N. Moss of Cahill Gordon &
Reindel LLP in New York. U.S. District Judge Evelyn Padin will
preside over the case.

Brought to You by The Tulane Law Sports Program

All articles are sourced from media outlets and publically available websites.

Ivy League Wins Antitrust
Ruling Over Athletic
Scholarships
By Jake Dicker, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 2, 2026, Second Circuit Clerk Catherine O’Hagan
Wolfe affirmed the dismissal of an antitrust suit filed by two Ivy
League student athletes against the Ivy League conference and its
eight member schools. Clerk Wolfe held that the plaintiffs failed to
identify a relevant market for antitrust scrutiny and emphasized the
difference between the NCAA as a whole and an individual
conference, such as the Ivy League. See Choh v. Brown University,
No. 24-2826, 2026 U.S. App. LEXIS 9559 (2d Cir. Apr. 2, 2026). 
___ The Ivy League, unlike every other Division I conference, does
not hand out athletic scholarships to its student-athletes. In addition
to a lack of athletic scholarships, the conference also does not
directly pay their student-athletes, while the vast majority of other
DI schools now do so through the House settlement, granting
institutions $20.5+ million per year to give to their student-athletes.
Ivy League student-athletes, like plaintiffs Tamenang Choh and
Grace Kirk, recognized this growing disparity of possible funds and
wanted just compensation that they could have received at other
colleges. On March 7, 2023, plaintiffs filed suit against the Ivy
League in the United States District Court for the District of
Connecticut. Choh and Kirk alleged that the eight Ivy League
member schools were engaging in a price-fixing scheme in order to
deny college athletes the benefits that they could receive at other
institutions, violating antitrust law. In response, the Ivy League filed
a motion to dismiss and denied the lack of scholarship and
compensation availability violated antitrust law arguing that as an
independent conference within the NCAA they had the right to set
their own rules. On October 9, 2024, District Court Judge Alvin W.
Thompson agreed with the Ivy League and granted their motion to
dismiss. The plaintiffs then appealed the case to the Second Circuit.
___ In an eleven-page opinion, the Second Circuit first stated that
the plaintiffs had failed to establish the relevant market under which
an antitrust analysis can be done, citing that there are several other
academically rigorous schools competing with the Ivy League that
do offer their student-athlete’s athletic scholarships and direct
compensation. Secondly, the court differentiated the NCAA as a
whole and an individual conference, and determined that because the
NCAA controls the entirety of the market they are under much
stricter antitrust law scrutiny than an individual conference, such as
the Ivy League, which controls a significantly smaller portion of the 

May/June 2026



By Kiland Harrison, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 6, 2026, U.S. Circuit Court Judge David Porter
affirmed the district court’s grant of a preliminary injunction in the
case of Kalshi v Flaherty. See Kalshiex, LLC v. Flaherty, 2026 U.S.
App. LEXIS 9948. Judge Porter held that the Commodity
Exchange Act “preempts state laws that directly interfere with
swaps” and that the Commodity Futures Trading Commission has
exclusive control over designated contract markets. The opinion
was authored by Judge Porter and joined by Judge Michael A.
Chagares, with Judge Jane R. Roth dissenting. 
___ In 1936, the U.S. government passed the Commodities
Exchange Act to regulate derivative trade markets. Congress later
amended the Act in 1972 to include all future contracts and created
the Commodity Futures Trading Commission, while the Dodd-
Frank Act of 2010 eventually granted the CFTC exclusive control
over "event contracts." Under current law, new contract markets,
like Kalshi’s prediction market, need to register with the CFTC
before operating. On March 29, 2025, Kalshi sued Mary Jo
Flaherty, Director of the New Jersey Division of Gaming
Enforcement, in the U.S. District Court of New Jersey for
attempting to enforce state regulations on a federally regulated
market. Kalshi alleged that New Jersey’s attempt to use a state-
wide ban on college sports gambling to justify regulating a
federally regulated market violated the Supremacy Clause of the
U.S. Constitution. In response, New Jersey appealed to the Third
Circuit, where it argued the state's right to impose stricter
regulations on Kalshi because their sports-related event contracts
constitute CFTC-licensed swaps.  
___ In a 21-page opinion, Judge Porter agreed with Kalshi’s narrow
framing of the issue. The Court also concluded that “because the
likelihood-of-success and irreparable-harm factors favor Kalshi,
and the last factors largely turn on a determination of the merits, the
District Court did not abuse its discretion by granting the
preliminary injunction.” By defining Kalshi’s sports-related event
contracts as a “swap” under the CEA, the court found that federal
law regulates the field of trading on designated contract markets.
Further, the majority held that New Jersey’s gambling laws are
conflict-preempted because they are an "obstacle to the
accomplishment" of Congress's goal to eliminate a "patchwork of
state regulations." While New Jersey is currently barred from
enforcing state gambling laws against prediction markets, similar 
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Third Circuit Affirms
Kalshi’s Preliminary
Injunction Against New
Jersey 

litigation may occur in other states unless the Supreme Court rules
on the issue. 
___ “This is a big win for the industry and millions of users," said
Kalshi CEO Tarek Mansour. Kalshi is represented by Gurbir S.
Grewal and William E. Havemann of Milbank LLP in New York,
New York. "We profoundly disagree with today's decision allowing
certain companies to offer sports gambling in our States without
following the careful gaming rules that everyone else follows," said
New Jersey Attorney General Jennifer Davenport in a statement.
New Jersey is represent

NCAA Removes Pre-
College Prize Money Limits
After Landmark Settlement

By Brad Hutchison, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 29, 2026, the National Collegiate Athletic Association
Division I Cabinet received a agreed to allow athletes to accept prize
money in their respective sports without impacting eligibility, as part
of a settlement in the Brantmeier case. Previously, the rules only
allowed the athletes to accept prize money that covers their “actual
and necessary expenses.” 
___ The NCAA has long enforced rules limiting the amount of prize
money that Division I tennis players can accept while maintaining
eligibility, capping earnings at $10,000 beyond actual and necessary
expenses. This restriction caused University of North Carolina
tennis player, Reese Brantmeier, to file a lawsuit against the NCAA
in 2024. She was later joined by University of Texas tennis player,
Maya Joint. They argued that the rule unlawfully restricted athletes’
ability to earn compensation from professional tournaments. The
sides agreed to a settlement, which also included the NCAA’s
payment of $2.02 million to the plaintiffs.
___ “These proposed changes reflect ongoing work by Division I
members to modernize our rules to align with the current era of
college sports,” said Josh Whitman, chair of the NCAA's Division I
Cabinet and Athletics Director at Illinois. Whitman added, “As
Division I members proceed reviewing all eligibility rules in the
months ahead, our focus will be establishing rules that have
objective criteria that can be consistently applied for both prospects
and current student-athletes.”  

May/June 2026



By Drew Schott, of Tulane Sports Law

___ Ahead of the Final Four on April 4, 2026, NCAA President
Charlie Baker expressed optimism that President Donald Trump’s
recently released executive order regarding college sports could
help create “a bipartisan solution” in Congress to regulate the
college athletics landscape. Yet less than two weeks later, Baker
wrote to member schools that the organization “is not waiting for
others to act” as the NCAA has advanced and discussed multiple
rule changes impacting the eligibility of college athletes. 
___ During the week of April 13, the NCAA’s Division I Cabinet
certified a set of pre-enrollment eligibility regulations. It included a
rule that prospective college athletes become ineligible by declaring
for a professional draft. The Cabinet also approved a penalty
structure to deter schools from taking transfers who bypass the
portal, including suspending head coaches and imposing a fine
equal to 20% of a program’s budget. Additionally, the Cabinet will
vote in May 2026 to adopt age-based eligibility requirements,
which would set a student-athlete’s eligibility clock at 5 years,
starting at the earlier of their high school graduation or 19th
birthday. The concept is similar to an aspect of Trump’s executive
order that calls for student-athletes’ participation in college
athletics to last for “no more than a five-year period.” Baker, who
commented that the NCAA’s eligibility standards have created
“enormous uncertainty for schools,” believes that an age-based
framework could be a “pro-competition and legally defensible”
solution.  
___ Even with the NCAA’s actions, Baker believes a federal law is
needed to regulate college sports, which aligns with one of the
goals of Trump’s executive order. Entitled “Urgent National Action
to Save College Sports,” the directive “calls on Congress to quickly
pass legislation to address… critical issues.” One possible measure
is the Student Compensation and Opportunity through Rights and
Endorsements (SCORE) Act, which would provide antitrust
protections to the NCAA and its conferences and would preclude
student-athletes from becoming employees of their schools. The
SCORE Act has failed to reach the House floor for a vote multiple
times and does not currently have enough votes to pass in the
Senate. Another option emerged on March 6, 2026, the day of
Trump’s “Saving College Sports” roundtable at the White House,
when U.S. Senators Maria Cantwell and Eric Schmitt published a 
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NCAA ‘Is Not Waiting for
Others to Act’ Following
Executive Order on College
Sports

discussion draft of the College Sports Competitive Act. The bill
calls for amending the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 to increase
schools’ revenue by pooling media rights and maintaining women’s
and Olympic sports programs. 

NCAA Advances Proposed
Five-Year Eligibility Rule
By Sam Safferstein, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 27, 2026, the NCAA Division I Board of Directors
directed the NCAA Division I Cabinet to advance an age-based
eligibility concept that would permit student athletes up to five years
of eligibility beginning the regular academic year after they turn 19
or graduate from high school whichever happens first. On April 15,
2026, the NCAA Division I Council’s Division I Cabinet declined to
take a formal position on the proposal. The proposal creates a single
five-year eligibility window beginning the year after an athlete’s
high school graduation or the athlete’s nineteenth birthday, while
eliminating redshirts and most waiver-based exceptions. Under the
current framework, most NCAA athletes generally have five years to
play four seasons, subject to redshirts, hardship waivers, and other
exceptions. 
___ The Cabinet is expected to meet in May 2026 to codify the new
rules and if passed the new rules would impact athletes with
eligibility in the 2026-2027 season and not retroactively apply to
athletes competing in the 2025-2026 academic year. Under the
proposal, limited exceptions would remain for circumstances such as
military service, maternity leave, or religious missions. Notably,
medical redshirts and most other waiver requests would be
eliminated. The proposal comes as the NCAA continues to face
repeated legal challenges to its eligibility rules and as coaches and
administrators seek a more consistent framework for roster
management.  
___ “It’s not a tweak, it’s a structural shift,” one Division I college
basketball coach told USA Today Sports. Another power-conference
personnel executive described the concept as a “good rule, overall”
that could eliminate an “inordinate number of sixth- and seventh-
year players,” while at least one coach questioned the proposal’s
elimination of medical exceptions. Furthermore, coaches questioned
the proposal’s elimination of medical exceptions, arguing that the
change could unfairly affect injured athletes. With the Division I
Board of Directors now directing the Cabinet to advance the
proposal with a formal vote in May, the five-year eligibility
framework appears poised to become a reality for the 2026-2027
academic year, however, there may be legal challenges from athletes
left out of this transitionary period. 

March/April 2026
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Betting on Tribes: Wisconsin
Legalizes Online
Sportsbooks Under Tribal
Control
By Bridget Rachek, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 9, 2026, Wisconsin Governor Tony Evers signed
legislation legalizing online sports betting in Wisconsin,
authorizing federally recognized tribal nations to operate digital
sportsbooks within the state. The law requires Wisconsin to
renegotiate its existing tribal gaming compacts, ensuring that all
betting infrastructure, such as servers, are located on tribal land
under a “hub-and-spoke” regulatory model designed to preserve
tribal control and comply with federal law.  
___ Historically, gambling in Wisconsin has been limited to tribal
lands through exclusive state-tribal agreements, with in-person
sports betting permitted at only select tribal casinos. The newly
enacted law expands this framework into the online space while
preserving tribal control, mandating that all 11 federally recognized
tribes participate in negotiations to determine implementation.
Governor Evers emphasized equitable treatment among tribes,
stating he would reject any agreement that advantages one tribe
over another. Supporters, including several tribes and the
Milwaukee Brewers, argue that legalization will recapture revenue
currently lost to offshore betting platforms and neighboring states
like Illinois. However, the Sports Betting Alliance, representing
major operators such as FanDuel, DraftKings, Bet MGM, Bet 365,
and Fanatics, opposes the measure, contending that revenue-sharing
requirements with tribes make participation financially unattractive
because tribes are currently contracted to retain 60% of the revenue.
Opponents, instead, advocate a constitutional amendment that
would open the market to broader commercial participation.
Because the law’s implementation depends on negotiated compacts
among tribes and the state, online betting is not expected to launch
immediately.
___ “The real work begins today,” Evers said in a statement,
emphasizing that “each of the 11 Tribes must now work diligently
—and together—to shape the future of sports betting in
Wisconsin.” He further noted that an approach that exacerbates
“long-standing inequalities among Tribal Nations is not good for
Wisconsinites or Wisconsin.”  He further acknowledged
reservations but underscored that the bill offers an opportunity to
improve “the quality of life, health and stability” of tribal
communities.  Lawyers for the Sports Betting Alliance cautioned
that this law may limit Wisconsin consumers to Wisconsin-specific

online sportsbooks offered by the tribes themselves, rather than
more widely used national platforms, if an equitable agreement
cannot be reached.  As negotiations proceed, the law’s ultimate
impact will depend on the successful formation of equitable tribal
agreements and the development of a regulatory framework that
balances tribal sovereignty with market viability.

Rutgers Alum Sues
University for Losing $500+
Million After Joining Big Ten

By Thomas Nash, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On March 31, 2026, Rutgers alumnus Hector Rodriguez filed a
claim against his former university in Middlesex County Superior
Court in New Jersey, alleging it breached its fiduciary duty by losing
millions of dollars since joining the Big Ten Conference. Rodriguez
wishes for the case to be certified as a class action so that everyone
who has paid taxes to the state since 2014, when Rutgers joined the
Big Ten, can be a part of the damaged class. The lawsuit alleges that
Rutgers Athletics is suffering from a $516 million budget deficit and
is subsidizing that deficit with funds typically allocated to the
university’s general operating funds. 
___ In 2014, Rutgers University joined the Big Ten Conference for
collegiate athletics. When it made the move, the university had to
pay an $11.5 million exit fee to the American Athletic Conference,
and it has allegedly spent $123.3 million a year since the move.
Rodriguez’s complaint alleges that the consistent approval of
deficits surpassing $100 million is financial mismanagement,
breaching the fiduciary obligations owed to the university, its staff,
its students, and New Jersey tax payers. While complaints similar to
this one have struggled in the past due to a lack of standing,
Rodriguez will seek to find a less attenuated connection between
himself and Rutgers’s athletic spending.  
___ “Rutgers has been running its athletic department at a shocking
deficit,” said Rodriguez’s representative, Bruce H. Nagel of Nagel
Rice, LLP in Roseland, New Jersey.. “It has generated over $500
million in losses. It is funded by taxpayer money, and it has got to
stop.”  

May/June 2026
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Department of Justice
Investigates NFL Television
Distribution Practices
By Anthony J. Kolarik IV, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 9, 2026, the Department of Justice launched an
investigation into whether the National Football League has
violated anticompetitive practices by entering into contracts with
subscription-based streaming platforms to broadcast games. The
probe comes after concern that spreading games across multiple
streaming services, thereby requiring consumers to pay excessive
costs to watch games, the NFL may be exceeding its antitrust
exemption under the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961. 
___ Courts have previously ruled that the NFL’s antitrust
exemption under the Sports Broadcasting Act of 1961 applies only
to broadcast television and not to cable, satellite, or streaming
services. On March 3, 2026, Senator Michael S. Lee, chair of the
Senate Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Competition Policy, and Consumer Rights, urged the Department
of Justice to investigate the NFL’s distribution methods for
potentially violating that exemption. Lee urged that the media
landscape has changed dramatically since 1961 and that the NFL’s
proliferating subscription paywalls have strayed too far from the
consumer-access rationale underlying the exemption.  
___ This is not the NFL’s first antitrust controversy. In 2024, a jury
in the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California
found the NFL liable for antitrust violations related to its
distribution of out-of-market Sunday afternoon games through
Sunday Ticket, a premium subscription service, though that verdict
was later overturned due to flawed witness testimony. The current
investigation remains ongoing, and it is unclear whether the
Department of Justice will bring formal charges against the NFL. 
___ “This is about affordability and creating an even playing field
for providers,” said a government official. “The NFL’s media
distribution model is the most fan and broadcaster-friendly in the
entire sports and entertainment industry,” the NFL said in a
statement. “With over 87% of our games on free, broadcast
television, including 100% of games in the markets of the
competing team, the NFL has for decades put our fans front and
center in how we distribute our content.”

Vladek, Raskin & Clark, P.C. in New York. The case will be heard
before the U.S. District Judge Analisa Torres with a hearing date to
be determined. 

Former Female Official Sues
NFL for Gender
Discrimination 
By Sam Thornton, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On March 27, 2026, former National Football League official
Robin DeLorenzo sued the League, former League senior vice
president of officiating Walt Anderson, and former League officiant
Byron Boston in the U.S. District Court for the Southern District of
New York for gender discrimination, harassment and retaliation.
DeLorenzo alleges she encountered “gender-based scrutiny,
humiliation, disparate training, unequal gear, and open hostility”
during her three-year tenure as an official before the league fired
her in February 2025. 
___ In April 2022, Delorenzo became the third woman to be hired
as a permanent game official by the NFL. DeLorenzo alleges that
during her stint in the league, she experienced multiple instances of
humiliation and mistreatment based on her gender. In addition, the
complaint states that DeLorenzo was reprimanded upon reporting
incidents of harassment. One alleged pattern of harassment was a
strict direction by Anderson for DeLorenzo to wear her hair in a
ponytail through the hole in the back of her hat so that she would
appear more “feminine” on the field. Another example in the
complaint included DeLorenzo being given men’s sized official
gear which did not fit adequately fit her, requiring her to purchase
her own apparel for games. There are multiple allegations of
Anderson, Boston, and veteran referee John Hussey making sexist
comments to her. DeLorenzo claims that she was unfairly graded as
an official during her final season with the league. DeLorenzo
alleges that she noticed instances of her male counterparts being
treated more favorably, which she contends ultimately contributed
to the pretextual underperformance justification the league used to
terminate her. In addition to unspecified damages, DeLorenzo is
seeking to be brought back as a league official and compensated for
lost profits. 
___ “The NFL is committed to providing a fair and supportive
environment for all of its game officials,” the league said in a
statement. “Ms. DeLorenzo was terminated following three seasons
of documented underperformance. The allegations are baseless, and
we will vigorously defend against them in court,” the league said.
“The NFL had every chance to intervene, to support her, and to
apply its policies fairly. Instead, it silenced complaints, rewarded
the men who mistreated her, and ultimately terminated her using
the very metrics corrupted by that discrimination,” DeLorenzo’s
counsel said. DeLorenzo is represented by Anne L. Clark of 
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DraftKings Settles Lawsuit
with MLBPA Over Use of
Players’ Likenesses
By Hailey Bell, of Tulane Sports Law

___ On April 6, 2026, U.S. District Judge Karen S. Marston
dismissed the right of publicity lawsuit filed by Major League
Baseball’s Players Inc. (“MLBPI”), a subsidiary of the MLB
Players Association, accusing DraftKings of misusing the names
and likenesses of hundreds of MLB players on its platform without
permission. Judge Marston dismissed the lawsuit with prejudice
after the parties informed the court that they reached a settlement.
Financial details of the settlement have not been disclosed.
___ In September 2024, the MLBPI sued DraftKings, along with
Bet365, alleging that the companies violated the rights of almost all
active MLB players by using the players’ names and images to
promote prop bets on their platforms, without permission or
compensation. DraftKings filed a motion to dismiss the case for
lack of standing, arguing that it did not violate the publicity rights
of the players because it provides the same statistics, betting odds,
and player information as other media outlets that use the same
players’ names and likenesses. In March 2025, Judge Marston
denied the motion.
___ The MLBPA is represented by Jeffrey Kessler, David
Greenspan, and Diana Leiden of Winston & Strawn’s New York
and Los Angeles office. DraftKings is represented by Megan
Bannigan, David Bernstein, and Jared Kagan of Debevoise &
Plimpton’s New York office. Neither side provided any comment
on the settlement.

McAfee continued from page 1 

sports executive and attorney active in sports industry leadership
and governance.
___ Cook is Chief Legal and Operations Officer of the U.S. Anti-
Doping Agency (USADA), where he oversees the organization's
legal, investigative and operational functions. Before joining
USADA in 2015, he served as a Senior Assistant U.S. Attorney in
Washington, D.C. Cook earned his law degree, magna cum laude,
from Pepperdine University.
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University School of Law, McAfee has been a leader in sports law,
labor relations, player development and league governance.
___ Parron is a Miami-based sports attorney and Founder of
PARRON LAW, where he advises athletes, coaches, schools,
sports organizations, and brands on sports contracts and disputes,
NIL, media, artificial intelligence, intellectual property and high-
stakes legal, business, and regulatory matters. 
___ Warren is Senior Vice President and General Counsel of the
Chicago Fire Football Club, where she oversees the Major League
Soccer organization's legal and business affairs. A graduate of the
University of Chicago Law School, Warren is an experienced 

Owners continued from page 1 

___ That is set to change, since the Bears are choosing between
stadium sites in Arlington Heights, Illinois and Hammond, Indiana.
The Bears’ likelihood of building a new venue across state lines
increased on June 5, as Chairman George McCaskey and President
and Chief Executive Officer Kevin Warren announced that the
team’s Board of Directors voted to advance its Hammond stadium
development project. 
___ Just over three weeks earlier, McCaskey described choosing
the new stadium location as “probably the biggest decision for the
Bears in decades.” 
___ “There’s a lot to work through, a lot of logistics, a lot of
financial analysis, a lot of looking at what is legislatively viable,
financially viable and what’s the best decision for our fans for…
decades to come,” McCaskey said. 
___ McCaskey’s comments came during a panel entitled,
“Leadership Series: Inside the Chicago Owners’ Box,” at the Sports
Lawyers Association Annual Conference in Chicago on May 13.
The panel – sponsored by law firm Willkie Farr & Gallagher LLP –
also included Michael Alter, Laura Ricketts and Laura Warren.
Alter is the Principal Owner of the Chicago Sky, while Ricketts
serves as the Executive Chairperson and Controlling Owner of
Chicago Stars FC and a member of the Board of Directors of the
Chicago Cubs. Meanwhile, Warren works as Chicago Fire FC’s
Chief Legal and Administrative Officer. 
___ Chicago is home to franchises in the National Football League,
the National Basketball Association, the National Hockey League,
Major League Baseball, Major League Soccer, the Women’s
National Basketball Association and the National Women’s Soccer
League among other professional leagues. The Sky, founded in
2005, are currently one of Chicago’s more recently established
sports teams and Alter is hoping the Sky – who won the 2021
WNBA Finals – can eventually create a lasting impact among the
city’s citizens.  

May/June 2026



___ “I look at two organizations, the Bears and the Cubs… and to
me, that’s the legacy I would love to leave behind, something that
has sustainability for a long time and entrenched generations and
generations of people growing up being fans… All that
intergenerational connection and how it integrates itself into
everyday life with everybody in the city, that to me is the greatest
legacy you can have,” said Alter, also the President of the Alter
Group, a national corporate real estate development firm. 
___ Following the conclusion of the WNBA’s successful
negotiation of a new collective bargaining agreement, Alter is
paying close attention to the Sky’s on-court performance following
“a lot of new changes” ahead of the 2026 season and its second
year under head coach Tyler Marsh. Meanwhile, Ricketts discussed
the Stars’ search for a permanent stadium solution. 
___ Chicago’s NWSL club, founded in 2006, has a lease to play its
entire 2026 campaign at Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin
Stadium in Evanston, which is on the campus of Northwestern
University. The team considered home games at Northwestern’s
Ryan Field in 2027, but eventually chose not to pursue a unique use
permit to play at the venue once it opens in October. Ricketts called
the matter “what keeps me up at night.” 
___ “We’ve also been in that mix to try to figure out how we can
do some kind of a public-private partnership and all those
conversations that are happening, whether it’s this session or going
forward, they’re so vital,” said Ricketts, also the Board Chair of
Cubs Charities. “They’re really essential to us. As (Illinois)
Governor (JB) Pritzker said last year or in a previous session,
‘What about women’s sports?’ We need infrastructure as well…
Our municipalities, our states, we need to be making that policy
decision to also fund women’s professional sports or support
women’s professional sports in these public-private partnerships for
infrastructure. Michael (Alter)’s doing it with his performance
center… Like I said, it’s essential. We need a place to play now.
___ “Northwestern is very generous. We’re playing at Martin
Stadium at Northwestern and they’ve been a great partner. But, it’s
a temporary field. It’s not our field and they have a lot of
programming there. If we want to activate corporate partnerships,
we have to bring everything in and take everything down. Then,
there are limits even to that. So, it’s really crucial that if you want
to support women’s professional sports, you really need to invest as
a matter of public policy.” 
___ Ricketts, whose investor group acquired ownership of the Stars
in 2023, credited individuals in the Illinois legislature and
Pritzker’s office who are willing to support this aim. Yet, she
shared that “there’s a lot more work to be done to get there.” Also
an investor in the Sky, Ricketts discussed the importance of
increasing equity and empowerment across women’s professional
sports franchises and leagues. 
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___ “In 2009, when our family took over stewardship of the Cubs,
it was changing slowly,” Ricketts said. “But there are a lot more
women now that are in professional sports, which is a privilege to
see. Beyond professional sports, we are seeing more girls and
women seeing themselves in places that they might not have
otherwise unless they had watched professional sports.” 
___ Ricketts shared that stewardship is a crucial influence in her
ownership of multiple Chicago professional sports franchises, a
sentiment also expressed by McCaskey. When reflecting on his
aspirations for the Bears, McCaskey cited two goals from Pro
Football Hall of Fame inductee George Halas, his grandfather and
the Bears’ founder, as well as its former Chairman and head coach:
excellence on the field and making a difference in the community. 
___ To McCaskey, these aims are “equally important.” He views
his current role with Chicago’s NFL franchise as not only a
“tremendous responsibility,” but also an opportunity to create
positive change.
___ “We’re very fortunate to be in this position,” McCaskey said.
“... We should approach this privileged position with gratitude and
understand it’s a big responsibility to be the owner of a professional
sports team, especially in the city of Chicago, which is so
passionate about its sports teams. Bears fans, they care so much
about their team.” 

Events, “Leadership Series: Inside the Chicago Owners' Box |
Sponsored by Willkie,” SLA Annual Conference (May 13, 2026),
https://www.sportslaw.org/conferences/2026conf/agenda/index.cfm
.

Drew Schott is a J.D. Candidate at Tulane University Law School.
He was a Staff Writer for The Sports Lawyer Monthly during the
2025-26 academic year. 
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THE TOP THIRTY

**PLEASE NOTE: The following programs are listed
alphabetically and are not otherwise ranked. This list should not be
construed as placing any one program above any other(s).**

Arizona State University (ASU) Sandra Day O'Connor College of
Law
Arizona State University’s (ASU) Sandra Day O’Connor College
of Law stands out for its curriculum and programs that blend
business and legal education. Its Allan “Bud” Selig Sports Law and
Business (SLB) program, led by Professor Don Gibson (a former
MLB and Basketball Hall of Fame executive), provides scholarly
and practical instruction from faculty who bring significant sports-
industry experience to the classroom. Students build real-world
connections through the program’s partnerships with ASU
Athletics, the W. P. Carey School of Business, and professional and
amateur sports organizations across the region, opening doors to
internships, work experience, and high-impact professional
networking. The program also offers study-abroad experiences, and
the Selig Speaker Series (recently featuring sports agent Leigh
Steinberg) brings the most influential voices in sports to campus.
Students benefit from a growing alumni network of rising sports
industry leaders and a powerful board of advisors. The Selig SLB
program is a top choice for students pursuing sports careers in law
or business. ASU offers a concurrent J.D./Master of Sports Law
and Business and a standalone Master of Sports Law and Business
degree.

Brooklyn Law School
Brooklyn Law School continues to be an attractive destination for
aspiring sports attorneys in New York City, leveraging its
proximity to players’ unions, major leagues, and leading agencies
to provide students with substantial experiential opportunities.
Under Professor Jodi Balsam, the program has expanded
significantly with the launch of the Brooklyn Law School Sports
Law Clinic (December 2025), which is the sole sports law clinic in
NYC, as well as the only sports law externship course in the city,
placing students in local leagues, teams, firms, and agencies for
academic credit and giving students the chance to provide pro bono
representation to underserved and emerging athletes. The clinic
serves clients navigating NIL, House settlement-related claims,
eligibility disputes, pay structure issues, SafeSport and disciplinary 
proceedings, antidoping matters, and youth sports access barriers,

alongside policy work including leading Title IX research. The
program also sent teams to eight sports law competitions
nationwide last year, including negotiation, arbitration, and
litigation events. Its annual symposium drew over 200 registrants in
October 2025, reflecting strong practitioner engagement. Students
further participate in the Athlete Endorsement Negotiation
Competition (which featured seventeen teams in just its second
year) and benefit from the international perspective of visiting
Professor William Bull (of Maastricht University) on sports agent
regulation. Accomplished NIL expert Kristi Dosh will also join to
teach a Name, Image, and Likeness course beginning next
academic year. Most significantly, Brooklyn Law maintains strong
employment outcomes, placing graduates into sports law roles
across major leagues, teams, and leading firms in New York and
beyond.

Columbia Law School
Columbia Law School uses its prime location in Manhattan as an
active laboratory for sports law, helping to connect students to
major league headquarters (including the NFL, MLB, NHL, and
NBA) and leading industry practitioners. The program’s courses
emphasize a rigorous corporate, employment, IP, and antitrust law
foundation that is further bolstered by a strong sports-connected
alumni network. Classes include ‘Sports and the Law’ (taught by
Martin Edel), ‘Sports Law: A Dispute Resolution Perspective’
(taught by Jill Pilgrim), and ‘Sports Corruption, Discrimination,
and Equity Concerns in U.S. Sports’ (taught by Danielle Melitove,
a CAS arbitrator). Columbia’s Entertainment, Arts, and Sports Law
Society (EASLS) plays host to a number of practitioner speaker
events and a Fall Sports Law Symposium, while the Columbia
Journal of Law & the Arts is a leading publication of sports and
entertainment law scholarship. Students at Columbia have the
chance to develop their skills through arbitration, negotiation,
antitrust, and IP-related classroom experiences, as well as
engagement with the Kernochan Center for Law, Media, and the
Arts and other student organizations on campus. In addition,
industry and alumni ties span across teams, firms, and leagues, with
prominent speakers including Jeffrey L. Kessler and a variety of
league executives across the NBA, MLB, and other powerful sports
organizations.

Cornell Law School
Cornell Law School, located in Ithaca, New York, provides
students with a prestigious path into the sports industry through the
school’s blend of professional networking and academic
excellence.
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Cornell’s program is headed up by Adjunct Professor Michael L.
Huyghue, a prominent figure in the sports world with over three
decades of experience (including serving as a general manager in
the World League of American Football as well as the
Commissioner of the United Football League (UFL)). Students can
access firsthand insights into athlete representation and league labor
relations under his mentorship, while Cornell’s Sports and
Entertainment Law Society (SELS) further enriches the experience
by boasting more than 200 members and hosting frequent
networking opportunities and guest speaker series. In addition, the
Legal Information Institute (LII) of Cornell hosts “Wex,” which is a
leading resource in global sports law research. By allowing students
access to a diverse array of transactional clinics and a well-defined
curriculum that spans contract and antitrust law, Cornell equips
students in their program with the specialized training and skills
that are needed in order to excel in agency, sports litigation, and
executive league positions. 

Duke University School of Law
Duke University School of Law offers students a highly prestigious
sports law program that is anchored by the school’s Center for
Sports Law and Policy. The Center is co-directed by Professors
Paul Haagen and Doriane Coleman, focusing on the business,
regulation, and social impact that sports has across professional,
Olympic, collegiate, and amateur levels. Duke is recognized for
having a proactive approach to contemporary industry trends, as
exemplified by the program’s student-led “Future of College
Sports” series, an initiative that has featured appearances from
influential leaders like Senator Cory Booker to discuss potential
NIL legislation. Furthermore, the school’s geographic location
gives its students a multitude of strategic networking pathways to
major sports hubs, including Washington D.C., Atlanta, Charlotte,
and Nashville. By combining policy-focused education with a high-
ranking legal pedigree, Duke’s program is able to prepare their
graduates for promising careers in league governance, specialized
private practice, and sports representation alike.

Florida State University (FSU) College of Law
The Florida State University (FSU) College of Law provides its
students with a premier approach to the world of sports law through
its J.D./M.S. in Sport Management program. FSU is situated in
Tallahassee, Florida, and has a curriculum allowing students to
simultaneously earn both a law degree and a Master of Science,
giving a fascinating blend of applied sports business training as
well as legal doctrine.  The curriculum has recently expanded to
include a dedicated ‘Sports Law’ course as well as a class on the 

‘Regulation of College Athletics,’ further boosting the program’s
coverage of contemporary issues in the sports space. Students
complete twenty-four credit hours of sport management coursework
that spans media relations, sports law, and sports marketing topics
and culminates in a thesis. FSU also emphasizes practical training
on agent representation dynamics, contract negotiation, and labor
regulation across competitive sports environments. The program
receives enhanced career support via Russell Register (who has
impressive experience within NCAA compliance office settings)
and provides funding, support, and coaching to their Entertainment,
Arts, and Sports Law Society (EASL) competition teams, who have
competed in events that include the Fordham, Tulane, and UNLV
national competitions. FSU’s EASL programming also highlights
impressive speakers and networking events as well as active student
engagement through experiential and social programming.

Fordham University School of Law/Gabelli School of Business
Fordham University’s Law School offers a sports law course and an
annual symposium organized by its sports law student club. The
university also created sports business and sports law programming
housed within Fordham’s Gabelli School of Business. The Gabelli
School of Business has also developed a Sports Business Initiative,
which leverages the school’s location in the international sports and
entertainment hub of New York City. The Initiative is focused on
sports law, economics, ethics, and politics, seeking to cultivate a
dynamic ecosystem for debate and analysis of legal, business, and
governance issues across all levels of sport, including professional,
amateur, domestic, and international. The program relies on faculty
across its business, law, ethics, communications, finance,
marketing, IT, and management areas, as well as its athletic
department, and regularly brings together athletes, executives,
attorneys, and media through the school’s symposia and related
events. Fordham Law and Gabelli students have participated in
research projects, with the possibility of more collaboration in the
future. A key feature of the Fordham program is “The Sports
Business Podcast with Prof. C.,” featuring interviews from sports
law expert Mark Conrad on topics that include sports governance,
gambling, the Olympics, and coaching ethics. The school’s notable
academic offerings include a Sports Law course at the
undergraduate level, along with robust sports marketing,
communications, and analytics offerings, as well as a possible
expansion into graduate-level coursework coming in the near
future.

Georgetown University Law Center
Georgetown University Law Center is based in the heart of the
nation’s capital in Washington, D.C., leveraging its prime location 
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to give its students a promising destination to study entertainment
and sports law. The school is recognized around the globe for its
overall academic caliber, but the subject areas of intellectual
property, entertainment law, and technology law stand out at
Georgetown as helping to provide crucial support to a dynamic
sports law curriculum. Students in the program have the chance to
take part in specialty courses like ‘Entertainment Law,’ ‘Sports
Law,’ and ‘The Law and Business of Television.’ One of the
program’s key features is the Georgetown Entertainment & Media
Law Division (GEMALaw), which is an active student organization
that hosts a highly regarded annual Sports & Entertainment Law
Symposium, an event that helps to connect students with prominent
practitioners in the industry from notable organizations like the
WNBPA, FOX Sports, and Monumental Sports & Entertainment.
The vast alumni network boasted by Georgetown includes high-
ranking executives like the President of the Green Bay Packers and
the Chairman of NBC’s Sports Group, helping to give students
incredible mentorship opportunities and pathways to careers
practicing sports in the nation’s capital and beyond.
 
Harvard Law School
Harvard Law School offers a premium sports law curriculum
distinguished by both its rigorous coursework and its incredible
experiential learning opportunities. The program is led by Professor
Peter Carfagna, centering on a signature sports law clinic that gives
students real-world legal placements with major professional
leagues, agencies, and teams, an initiative Carfagna has spent
nearly two decades developing and expanding through deep
industry relationships. Students have the ability to specialize
through three distinct clinical classes focusing on the legal theory
of the major leagues, athlete representation, and advanced contract
drafting, with many securing internships that act as direct entry
points into the industry. Outside of the classroom itself, students
contribute scholarship to the Harvard Journal of Sports and
Entertainment Law and engage with world-class speakers from
across the sports industry at the school’s annual spring symposium.
The prestigious reputation of Harvard’s program is reflected in its
alumni network, which includes general counsel, executives, and
front-office leaders from across the NFL, NBA, MLB, MLS, and
global organizations like FIFA, equipping its graduates with the
professional networking connections and practical skills necessary
to excel in this competitive field.

Marquette University Law School
Led by Professors Paul Anderson and Matt Mitten, Marquette
University Law School’s sports law program remains among the
leaders in national and international sports law. The program has 

notably been bolstered by the recent addition of Professor Aaron
Hernandez, who will serve as the director of the Law School’s
National Sports Law Institute (NSLI) and join its impressive sports
law faculty. Known for having a robust sports law alumni network,
Marquette offers its students a wide-spanning curriculum that
includes seventeen specialized classes, alongside the opportunity to
earn an additional sports law certificate through the NSLI. The
program’s students enjoy an immersive campus environment with
weekly events in the Sports Law Speaker and Conversation Series,
numerous career panels, and continuing legal education (CLE)
programs and conferences. Practical experience is also a central
focus, as students have access to numerous internship opportunities
each semester within professional teams, colleges, sports law firms,
and the NCAA, among many other organizations. Students also
have the chance to join and write for the Marquette Sports Law
Review, compete internally and nationally at a variety of
competitions, and participate in seven different sports law student
groups. Marquette’s blend of strong leadership, rigorous academics,
and hands-on training consistently prepares its graduates to go on to
have impactful careers in law practice and sports at all levels. 

New York Law School
New York Law School (NYLS) has quickly become a prominent
player in the world of sports law, driven in part by its amazing
location in the heart of New York City, as well as the leadership of
adjunct Professor Dan Lust. NYLS’s program stands out due to its
innovative and hands-on approach to sports law through initiatives
like the NIL Pro Bono project, an opportunity for students to give
legal support and education to athletes navigating their NIL rights.
The school also now boasts weekly speaker sessions that bring
practitioners directly into the classroom to impart their knowledge
onto members of the program. NYLS has also continued to grow
their experiential learning offerings, transitioning their former
Soccer Negotiation Competition into an NIL-focused competition
that reflects the shifting legal landscape of modern college athletics.
Students can also benefit from NYLS’s annual sports law
symposium that is held each spring and a constantly expanding
curriculum, featuring classes like ‘Advanced Sports Law.’ In
addition, NYLS sends student competition teams to sports law
competitions all over the country, one of a growing number of
schools to use these events as a chance to reinforce their
commitment to practical training and national engagement in the
sports law field.

Pepperdine Caruso School of Law
Pepperdine Caruso School of Law, situated in Malibu, California,
near the sports and entertainment hub of Los Angeles, offers its
students a leading Entertainment, Media, & Sports Law (EMS) 
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Program that is integrated into the school’s larger course offerings.
Led by Professor Maureen Weston (who has been nationally
recognized for her work with the NCAA committee on infractions,
as a sports law scholar, and as an arbitrator on panels including the
American Arbitration Association (AAA), Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS), the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee dispute
resolution bodies, and FINRA), Pepperdine’s program emphasizes
both practical rigor in sports law and dispute resolution as well as
academic rigor. Students have the opportunity to pursue an LL.M.
as well as a J.D. Certificate in Entertainment, Media, & Sports
Law, giving program participants a flexible pathway to gain access
to specialized training in the space. Pepperdine also helps to give
students hands-on experience through their Sports Law Society,
writing opportunities, advocacy competitions, and conferences that
aim to address contemporary issues such as eSports, NIL,
SafeSport, sports betting, and Olympic governance. One of the
program’s most prominent features is their International Sports
Law Study Tours that span cities such as Paris, Switzerland, and
London, led by CAS arbitrator Jeffrey Benz and Professor Weston
and offering students direct experience with global arbitration
bodies and sports institutions.

Santa Clara University School of Law
Santa Clara University School of Law, located in the heart of
Silicon Valley and the sports-rich San Francisco Bay Area, sets
itself apart through its offering of a specialized Sports Law
Certificate program that is structured to address the legal
complications created by the multibillion-dollar athletics industry.
Led by Leonard Lun, the first cohort of the program (thirteen
students in total) graduated in the spring of 2025, and it remains the
only such curriculum of its kind in the Bay Area, providing a
comprehensive selection of classes that encompasses labor law,
antitrust, privacy, and intellectual property. A cornerstone of Santa
Clara’s growth in this space has been its highly active Sports and
Entertainment Law Society, which now exceeds 100 members and
plays host to a variety of site visits with professional sports
organizations, speaker panels, and a monthly newsletter. In March
2026, the law school hosted its 3rd Annual Santa Clara Sports Law
Conference, an event that featured four panels, speakers from
around the country, and 100-plus attendees. Students at Santa Clara
can also benefit from a popular ‘Sports Law’ course that is offered
to both full-time and part-time J.D. candidates and features weekly
guest speakers from across the sports industry. The school’s Honors
Moot Court External Team placed first at the Fifth Annual
Professional Football Negotiation Competition at Villanova in
March of 2025, and a new sports law course has been added to the
Santa Clara University Leavey School of Business’s M.S. in Sports 

Business Program (also taught by Lun), allowing for integration
across multiple disciplines.

Seattle University School of Law
Seattle University School of Law offers its students a devoted
sports law program that is guided by Kelli Rodriguez, focusing on
the intersection of law, sports, and ethics by cultivating experiences
that are intended to help students prepare for careers in a sporting
world that is constantly evolving. Seattle emphasizes compliance
and risk management as well as the legal nuance seen across the
likes of both major and collegiate athletics. The program allows
J.D. students to focus their studies on sports, and non-J.D. students
may pursue a Master of Legal Studies (MLS) degree in Sports Law
and Sports Law Compliance, providing them with a pathway to
address the complexities inherent in countless areas of the industry,
including NIL, labor law, and intellectual property disputes. Over
the past two years, Seattle has continued to expand the program’s
offerings to ensure students stay on the cutting edge of the evolving
sports law landscape, including the recent addition of a dedicated
NIL course that offers a timely way for students to stay aligned
with industry trends. Situated in a passionate sports market in the
city of Seattle, the program gives students practical experience
through internships with organizations like the Mariners, Kraken,
and Seahawks as it continues to build strong momentum.

Seton Hall Law School
Seton Hall Law School’s Gaming, Hospitality, Entertainment, &
Sports Law (GHamES) program, which was launched as a formal
certificate back in 2023, continues to expand its offerings as part of
the school’s 75th anniversary. Building on Seton Hall’s historic
role as one of the first U.S. law schools to emphasize the study and
practice of sports law, the program, which is led by Associate Dean
Devon Corneal and Professor Robert Boland, utilizes the sports
betting leadership of New Jersey and the school’s close proximity
to New York City in order to provide their students with notable
industry access across gaming, sports, and entertainment law.  
Seton Hall’s current class offerings include ‘Sports Negotiations,’
‘Collegiate Sports Law,’ ‘Labor Relations in Sports,’ and a hands-
on NIL course that gives students the chance to negotiate and draft
mock agreements. Seton Hall reinforces its experiential learning
through Sports Law Dialogues, an annual symposium, and a
Gaming Law and Compliance Bootcamp that has been nationally
recognized and is now in its seventh year.  Up to twenty percent of
students in the program also complete advanced writing on topics
relating to GHamES. Seton Hall’s offerings are further bolstered by
the school’s Interdisciplinary Center for the Study of Sports, as well
as the Stillman School of Business, the university’s Sports 
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Journalism Center, and a dedicated Entertainment and Sports Law
Society (ESLS) student-led organization.  Recent program
highlights include the moot court team enjoying success at the
national level, strong sports internship placements across the
industry, and the continued influence from the role Dean Emeritus
Ronald Riccio played in the landmark PASPA challenge. 

Tulane University School of Law
Tulane University School of Law is among the pioneering forces in
sports law education. The university is notable for becoming the
first American law school to offer a sports law certificate back in
1993. Tulane’s program has been led for nearly two decades by
Professor Gabe Feldman alongside Program Manager Eric Blevins
(who has been an important guiding force within the program since
2020), offering students a modern curriculum as well as a well-
developed alumni network that features graduates across leagues,
agencies, and even front offices. The school’s hallmark sports and
entertainment mentorship programs now pair close to 100
individual students in total with two professionals apiece, allowing
participants to glean valuable insights from those already working
within the industry. Tulane also continues to grow their experiential
learning offerings through their well-known national competitions
(now five in total, including their rapidly growing International
Fútbol Negotiation Competition), which drew just under 200 teams
combined across their 2026 sessions. Those within the program can
also partake in exclusive internship pipelines with organizations
like the Los Angeles Clippers, Atlanta Hawks, Dallas Mavericks,
and Athletes First while also having the chance to engage with the
nearly 250 industry professionals who engaged with Tulane Sports
Law students in 2025. With their new classroom offerings like
Sports Broadcast Law on top of their impressive conferences and
programs, Tulane remains a top-tier destination for those who hope
to practice sports law. 

UCLA School of Law
The UCLA School of Law is another outstanding destination for
young sports attorneys-to-be, with a location strategically
positioned within Los Angeles’ vibrant entertainment and sports
landscape. UCLA’s program is anchored by the Ziffren Institute for
Media, Entertainment, Technology, and Sports Law, which helps
the program to create a structured framework for students to
explore the nuances of these dynamic industries.  The school
distinguishes itself through a strong commitment to experiential
learning, as UCLA provides its students with engaging
opportunities like the ‘Sports Law Simulation’ and the ‘Talent &
Brand Partnerships/Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) Clinic.’
These experiences help students to engage in projects that have
real-world impact including direct collaborations with high-level

practitioners like the Los Angeles Dodgers legal team. Beyond the
classroom itself, the law school at UCLA hosts the yearly Global
Sports Forum in partnership with the business school, yet another
way the program continues to facilitate essential networking
connections with leaders in the industry. With both its deep
regional connections and elite academic reputation, UCLA ensures
that graduates of its program are exceptionally prepared for a
modern sports law market that seemingly changes by the day.

University of California, Berkeley, School of Law
The University of California, Berkeley, School of Law is one of the
top institutions for students who have interests in the overlap
between sports, digital media, and technology, due in large part to
the school’s close proximity to Silicon Valley. The program is
headed up by Executive Director Wayne Stacy, operating through
Berkeley’s Center for Law and Technology and placing sports law
within their ‘Entertainment and New Media’ pathway to reflect the
growing ties between athletics and digital content, including social
media. Berkeley offers its students a robust curriculum that features
nearly two dozen courses that range from ‘Video Game Law’ to the
negotiation and drafting of sports contracts. Another key piece of
the program is the school’s NIL Clinic, where students have the
opportunity to give legal advice to athletes across California who
otherwise lack access to professional representation. Berkeley’s
commitment to experiential learning, combined with the school’s
yearly sports law conference that is held each April, works to
ensure that program graduates are equipped to take on the evolving
legal issues faced by the modern sports industry.

University of Florida Levin College of Law
The University of Florida Levin College of Law is quickly
becoming among the most powerful forces in the sports law
industry, especially in an extremely competitive Florida legal
market. Florida’s program is unique in offering its “Entertainment
& Sports Law Roadmap,” which is a structured series of courses
that helps to give students a comprehensive legal foundation within
the space.  A huge part of the program’s curriculum is a sports law
course taught by distinguished alumnus Darren Heitner, who has
been nationally recognized for his NIL expertise. Heitner’s class
features a “live syllabus” that is updated each year to ensure it
addresses the most cutting-edge sports legal events as they are
taking place. Outside of the classroom, the University of Florida
serves as a critical pathway into the vast sporting landscape inside
the state of Florida, helping students to secure externships with
prestigious organizations like the Women’s Sports Foundation and
the LPGA. Attendees also have the chance to make active
contributions to the field themselves through the Florida
Entertainment and Sports Law Review and the program’s annual
spring symposium.
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University of Georgia (UGA) School of Law
Over the past two years, the University of Georgia (UGA) School
of Law has notably expanded the sports law course offerings
available to students as it attempts to build on its established
J.D./M.S. in Sport Management and Policy, a four-year dual degree
program that allows attendees to integrate sports administration and
management courses with specialized legal training. A major
development for UGA has been the debut of a standalone Master in
the Study of Law with a Sports Emphasis, which is a one-year
hybrid program that is designed primarily for students who aspire
to become sports agents and focuses on NBA, NFL, and NIL
representation as well as providing attendees with a robust legal
foundation to begin agency work. The program’s J.D. curriculum
will be expanded with new sports law classes, including ‘Name,
Image, and Likeness Agency,’ as well as other topics that will
complement the well-established sports law coursework that has
been led by John Cooper for several years. UGA’s externship
opportunities have also expanded, now featuring new placements
with the Atlanta Braves to go along with their established
partnerships with the UGA Athletic Department, Georgia Southern
Athletics, and the Georgia Tech Athletic Department. Students
within the program also have the chance to compete at the national
level via the program’s participation in events like the Tulane
International Fútbol Negotiation Competition (reaching the
semifinals) and the Villanova Professional Football Negotiation
Competition.

University of New Hampshire (UNH) Franklin Pierce School of
Law
The University of New Hampshire (UNH) Franklin Pierce School
of Law has developed an impressive Sports and Entertainment Law
program that is led by Professor Michael McCann, a nationally
recognized sports law expert, Sportico contributor, and visiting
professor at Harvard Law School. UNH’s program boasts highly
distinguished faculty who possess voluminous industry experience,
including the representation of elite athletes and involvement at
high levels of sports governance and litigation alike. A defining
strength of the program is its integration with the law school’s
existing intellectual property law programming (an area in which
the university is consistently ranked among the top ten nationally),
informing their leading coursework in areas such as NIL (where
they hosted the nation’s first class in 2020), crisis management,
sports betting law, and a combat sports law course that is taught in
Las Vegas in partnership with the Ultimate Fighting Championship
(UFC). Through the UNH Sports and Entertainment Law Institute
(SELI), attendees have the chance to pursue specific
concentrations, contribute to the UNH Sports Law Review, and 

engage in symposia that address areas like emerging market issues
and antitrust. Finally, UNH’s externships and legal residencies with
major leagues, teams, and agencies help to position graduates for
success in the sports industry when they leave the program. 

University of Miami School of Law
Located in a global sports and entertainment hub, the University of
Miami School of Law offers a premier, practice-oriented
curriculum with outstanding internship and global opportunities.
Miami’s Entertainment, Arts, and Sports Law (EASL) program
stands out as being the only American program to unite the three
industries of entertainment, arts, and sports law under one umbrella.
The EASL program emphasizes transferable lawyering skills
through a 35+ course, practitioner-led experiential curriculum.
Students can pursue an accelerated J.D./LL.M. while taking
innovative transactional courses in areas such as venue agreements,
team transactions, and AI. Miami’s EASL program has deep
industry integration through its advisory board and partnerships
with organizations like NBCUniversal, the Miami Dolphins, the
WNBPA, and FIFA, alongside global coursework in Madrid,
Florence, and London. Each year, students secure 75+ industry
practicum opportunities nationwide, including Fanatics, WME,
NFL teams, Inter Miami, Roc Nation, and more. Graduates also
join top firms such as Sidley Austin, Kirkland & Ellis, and Latham
& Watkins. Miami Law runs two signature spring events, the
Counseling Creators Competition and Conference and the Global
Entertainment and Sports Law + Industry Conference (comprising
two days and seventeen panels), bringing together over 135
practitioners as judges and speakers. A sports negotiation team
prepares students for national competitions, while the NIL and
Content Creators Lab and NY “Company Crawl” expand
experiential learning and national reach. Experiential learning, a
strong alumni network, and elite internships position Miami Law’s
EASL program among national leaders in entertainment and sports
law education.

University of Minnesota Law School
The University of Minnesota Law School is another program that is
rapidly ascending into a top destination for sports law. Minnesota is
distinguished by its major focus on NIL as one of the first schools
in the country to launch a dedicated clinic providing pro bono NIL
legal services, giving students the opportunity to gain hands-on
experience assisting athletes and influencers. Situated in a bustling
Midwestern city, the program is a beneficiary of its location within
both a sports-centric market and a major Power Five university.
Under the leadership of the program’s co-director, Tarun Sharma,
the curriculum available to students continues to expand, and 
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Minnesota recently introduced both an annual spring symposium
and a sports law moot court competition to bolster their existing
offerings. Minnesota’s combination of academic rigor and clinical
practice (supported by the strong national reputation of the school)
positions the program as a formidable contender for students who
want to lead in the evolving professional and collegiate sports legal
landscape. 

University of Mississippi School of Law (Ole Miss)
The University of Mississippi School of Law (Ole Miss) is led by
Professor William Berry (co-author of a leading sports law
textbook) and offers its students a leading Sports & Entertainment
Law concentration. Ole Miss’ curriculum includes classes covering
professional sports law, collegiate sports law, entertainment law,
copyright law, trademark law, and gaming law, also featuring a
sports compliance seminar and an IP survey course taught by Berry,
Ronald Rychlak (FAR and SEC board member), and Brian
Downing (Google counsel). The program’s coursework emphasizes
contract drafting (including coaches, NIL, and naming rights) as
well as litigation simulations (such as collegiate eligibility cases
following the Diego Pavia case). Ole Miss also features notable
extracurriculars like the Mississippi Sports Law Review (in its
fifteenth year, publishing fifteen to twenty student papers), a spring
symposium, and teams in national negotiation and moot court
competitions. Students also have the chance to work in the athletics
compliance department and general counsel’s office. Berry also co-
authors West’s Sports Law casebook with Jodi Balsam, Michael
Harper, and Marc Edelman, and with Dan Lust is completing the
second edition of “College Sports Law in a Nutshell,” while
Rychlak co-authors a gaming textbook, allowing students further
opportunities to engage with leading educators in the space.

University of Oregon School of Law
The University of Oregon School of Law has continued to help
position sports law at the forefront of a broader sports ecosystem
where law, governance, innovation, and business are constantly
intersecting, anchored by significant expansion within the program
over the last two years. Oregon’s signature offering, the Summer
Sports Law Institute (SSLI),  now includes two online courses that
are each five weeks in length (‘Professional Sports Law’ and
‘Pathway to Practice in Sports Law’), with additional optional in-
person immersive experiences in Eugene, Oregon, including site
visits to Columbia Sportswear, Nike, and Oregon Athletics. SSLI
also gives attendees the chance to attend major sporting events and
to enjoy engagement with top professional sports organizations like
the Portland Timbers of Major League Soccer (MLS).  In 2025,
Oregon also launched a formal Sports Law J.D. concentration,
serving to complement  a growing sports law curriculum that 

includes classes like ‘Sports Licensing,’ a ‘Sports, Entertainment,
and NIL Deals’ practicum, and a Sports and Human Rights writing
colloquium. The school is also developing a fully online Sports
Law LL.M. that will launch in the fall of 2027. Students in
Oregon’s program benefit from a litany of industry guest speakers,
national internship experiences, competitions, and events like the
Black Student Athlete Conference.

University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School
The University of Pennsylvania’s Carey Law School offers its
students a highly interdisciplinary approach to sports law that draws
on its Ivy League environment and prime location in Philadelphia.
Penn’s Entertainment and Sports Law Society (ESLS) sits as the
cornerstone of this program, building on this foundation through
devoted programming like guest speakers, an annual symposium,
panels, and support of networking initiatives while also boasting a
student-run blog that covers topics spanning IP, labor, social
justice, and contracts. Students in Penn’s program also have the
chance to compete at the national level in sports and entertainment
law negotiation competitions, earning recent titles in the 2025
Tulane Professional Basketball Negotiation Competition
(Champions; MVP) and strong finishes in the ASU NBA Trade
Deadline Competition and Miami’s Influencers, Artists, and
Trendsetters Negotiation Competition. The program also features a
curriculum that includes exciting courses like ‘Entertainment Law
Transactions,’ ‘Gaming Law,’ ‘Negotiations and Drafting for M&A
in Entertainment,’ and ‘Jurisprudence of Sport’ (the last of which is
taught by Professor Mitchell Berman), classes that treat individual
sports as having distinct legal systems and examine the eligibility
and competitive integrity principles that underly each organization.
Furthermore, students can benefit from cross-registration with the
Wharton School and the sports analytics programming housed
therein, giving members of the program additional avenues by
which to build their sports law experience.

University of Southern California (USC) Gould School of Law
The University of Southern California (USC) Gould School of Law
is another program that has significantly expanded its footprint in
sports law, launching the Sports, Entertainment, Media, and
Technology Law (SEMT) Center on its campus in the fall of 2025.
USC’s excellent location in Los Angeles allows the Center to
leverage its close proximity to the industry to align its students with
outstanding experiences that include internships with organizations
such as Riot Games, Angel City FC, Paradigm Sports, and even a
newly created relationship with LAFC.Over the course of the
program’s first year, the SEMT has established five new courses for
the 2026–2027 academic year (including three that focus
specifically on sports), recruited a number of new adjunct faculty 
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, and reworked the existing sports and entertainment class offerings
to better fit the changing needs of the industry. The program also
boasts a speaker series put on through the Center, beginning with a
sports agency panel that drew over 100 students, and USC recently
hosted a sports symposium in partnership with the Creative Artists
Agency (CAA). In addition, SEMT has developed an advisory
board that is comprised of experienced leaders in the industry and
continues to expand their connections with various in-house legal
departments in order to increase the number of real-world learning
opportunities that are at their students’ fingertips.

University of Tennessee Winston College of Law
The University of Tennessee Winston College of Law, located in
Knoxville, offers a growing, practice-oriented sports law program
shaped by its location in the Southeastern Conference (SEC), one of
the nation’s most competitive ecosystems. Proximity to a major
Division I athletic department gives students direct experience with
issues in governance, compliance, and the business of college
sports. The program has also expanded to include additional
academic and experiential opportunities in entertainment and sports
law, including ‘Sports Law’ and ‘NIL and the Law,’ as well as
class offerings in business, labor, and regulatory law. A key aspect
is the school’s Transactional Law Clinic (directed by Professor
Brian Krumm), where students advise student-athletes on NIL
agreements, intellectual property matters, entity formation, and tax
considerations. Faculty involvement in institutional NIL policy
development and broader intercollegiate athletics governance
ensures the program remains engaged in shaping the evolving legal
landscape of college sports. Students regularly secure compliance
internships within athletic departments and independent study
projects in athlete advocacy and participate in sports advocacy
opportunities and sports negotiation competitions across
professional and collegiate settings through the school’s Center for
Advocacy and Dispute Resolution. Tennessee’s program is
supported by guest speakers from within the sports industry and
programming from the school’s Sports and Entertainment Law
Society, further strengthening its practical training environment. 

University of Virginia (UVA) School of Law
The University of Virginia (UVA) School of Law is an amazing
destination for prospective sports lawyers, as the program combines
the school’s elite academic prestige with practice-oriented training
in both sports and entertainment law. Located just outside of
Washington, D.C., UVA’s program gives their students strategic
access to a key hub for sports leagues, unions, and governmental
institutions alike. The program is headed by experts like Professor
Sarah Hartley, featuring a curriculum that dives into the  

commercial, governance, and structural dimensions of professional,
amateur, and Olympic sports. UVA’s offerings have also been
further bolstered by the addition of a new course, ‘The Business of
Sport,’ which will be taught by Professor Mark Whitaker. The
school’s impressive Law & Business program additionally
integrates sports law themes across their classes and student
organizations. Students have the chance to engage with the field
through the Virginia Sports & Entertainment Law Journal and the
Virginia Sports and Entertainment Law Society, all while
benefiting from hands-on transitional experience through the
school’s yearly Transactional Law Competition sponsored by the
Virginia Law Emerging Companies and Venture Capital Society.
UVA’s robust alumni network further enhances career access for
students as well. 

Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law
Villanova University’s Charles Widger School of Law is located
just outside of Philadelphia and within close reach of New York
City, offering to their students a top-tier sports law program that is
headed by Professor Andrew Brandt, a former Green Bay Packers
executive and sports agent, as well as Centers Program Manager
Samantha Myers. At the very core of the program lies the Jeffrey S.
Moorad Center for the Study of Sports Law, which is one of the
very few institutes in the nation that is dedicated exclusively to the
field. Students have the opportunity to take part in a highly
competitive Sports Law concentration that features real-world
projects, weekly collaboration with Brandt, and the chance to assist
in the authorship of the annual Brandt Report, which covers
emerging issues in the industry. Villanova’s nationally recognized
Sports Law Negotiation Team (competing in football, basketball,
soccer, and baseball) has also recently secured multiple competition
titles. The school’s expansive class selection includes specialty
courses taught by leading industry practitioners, while students can
also partake in the Moorad Sports Law Journal and the Moorad
Symposium, giving them impressive access to networking
experiences and leaders in the sports law space. 
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	___ “I look at two organizations, the Bears and the Cubs… and to me, that’s the legacy I would love to leave behind, something that has sustainability for a long time and entrenched generations and generations of people growing up being fans… All that intergenerational connection and how it integrates itself into everyday life with everybody in the city, that to me is the greatest legacy you can have,” said Alter, also the President of the Alter Group, a national corporate real estate development firm.  ___ Following the conclusion of the WNBA’s successful negotiation of a new collective bargaining agreement, Alter is paying close attention to the Sky’s on-court performance following “a lot of new changes” ahead of the 2026 season and its second year under head coach Tyler Marsh. Meanwhile, Ricketts discussed the Stars’ search for a permanent stadium solution.  ___ Chicago’s NWSL club, founded in 2006, has a lease to play its entire 2026 campaign at Northwestern Medicine Field at Martin Stadium in Evanston, which is on the campus of Northwestern University. The team considered home games at Northwestern’s Ryan Field in 2027, but eventually chose not to pursue a unique use permit to play at the venue once it opens in October. Ricketts called the matter “what keeps me up at night.”  ___ “We’ve also been in that mix to try to figure out how we can do some kind of a public-private partnership and all those conversations that are happening, whether it’s this session or going forward, they’re so vital,” said Ricketts, also the Board Chair of Cubs Charities. “They’re really essential to us. As (Illinois) Governor (JB) Pritzker said last year or in a previous session, ‘What about women’s sports?’ We need infrastructure as well… Our municipalities, our states, we need to be making that policy decision to also fund women’s professional sports or support women’s professional sports in these public-private partnerships for infrastructure. Michael (Alter)’s doing it with his performance center… Like I said, it’s essential. We need a place to play now. ___ “Northwestern is very generous. We’re playing at Martin Stadium at Northwestern and they’ve been a great partner. But, it’s a temporary field. It’s not our field and they have a lot of programming there. If we want to activate corporate partnerships, we have to bring everything in and take everything down. Then, there are limits even to that. So, it’s really crucial that if you want to support women’s professional sports, you really need to invest as a matter of public policy.”  ___ Ricketts, whose investor group acquired ownership of the Stars in 2023, credited individuals in the Illinois legislature and Pritzker’s office who are willing to support this aim. Yet, she shared that “there’s a lot more work to be done to get there.” Also an investor in the Sky, Ricketts discussed the importance of increasing equity and empowerment across women’s professional sports franchises and leagues.
	Page 14 Copyright © 2026 Sports Lawyers Association
	___ “In 2009, when our family took over stewardship of the Cubs, it was changing slowly,” Ricketts said. “But there are a lot more women now that are in professional sports, which is a privilege to see. Beyond professional sports, we are seeing more girls and women seeing themselves in places that they might not have otherwise unless they had watched professional sports.”  ___ Ricketts shared that stewardship is a crucial influence in her ownership of multiple Chicago professional sports franchises, a sentiment also expressed by McCaskey. When reflecting on his aspirations for the Bears, McCaskey cited two goals from Pro Football Hall of Fame inductee George Halas, his grandfather and the Bears’ founder, as well as its former Chairman and head coach: excellence on the field and making a difference in the community.  ___ To McCaskey, these aims are “equally important.” He views his current role with Chicago’s NFL franchise as not only a “tremendous responsibility,” but also an opportunity to create positive change. ___ “We’re very fortunate to be in this position,” McCaskey said. “... We should approach this privileged position with gratitude and understand it’s a big responsibility to be the owner of a professional sports team, especially in the city of Chicago, which is so passionate about its sports teams. Bears fans, they care so much about their team.”
	Events, “Leadership Series: Inside the Chicago Owners' Box | Sponsored by Willkie,” SLA Annual Conference (May 13, 2026), https://www.sportslaw.org/conferences/2026conf/agenda/index.cfm.
	Drew Schott is a J.D. Candidate at Tulane University Law School. He was a Staff Writer for The Sports Lawyer Monthly during the 2025-26 academic year.
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	Cornell’s program is headed up by Adjunct Professor Michael L. Huyghue, a prominent figure in the sports world with over three decades of experience (including serving as a general manager in the World League of American Football as well as the Commissioner of the United Football League (UFL)). Students can access firsthand insights into athlete representation and league labor relations under his mentorship, while Cornell’s Sports and Entertainment Law Society (SELS) further enriches the experience by boasting more than 200 members and hosting frequent networking opportunities and guest speaker series. In addition, the Legal Information Institute (LII) of Cornell hosts “Wex,” which is a leading resource in global sports law research. By allowing students access to a diverse array of transactional clinics and a well-defined curriculum that spans contract and antitrust law, Cornell equips students in their program with the specialized training and skills that are needed in order to excel in agency, sports litigation, and executive league positions.
	Duke University School of Law Duke University School of Law offers students a highly prestigious sports law program that is anchored by the school’s Center for Sports Law and Policy. The Center is co-directed by Professors Paul Haagen and Doriane Coleman, focusing on the business, regulation, and social impact that sports has across professional, Olympic, collegiate, and amateur levels. Duke is recognized for having a proactive approach to contemporary industry trends, as exemplified by the program’s student-led “Future of College Sports” series, an initiative that has featured appearances from influential leaders like Senator Cory Booker to discuss potential NIL legislation. Furthermore, the school’s geographic location gives its students a multitude of strategic networking pathways to major sports hubs, including Washington D.C., Atlanta, Charlotte, and Nashville. By combining policy-focused education with a high-ranking legal pedigree, Duke’s program is able to prepare their graduates for promising careers in league governance, specialized private practice, and sports representation alike.
	Florida State University (FSU) College of Law The Florida State University (FSU) College of Law provides its students with a premier approach to the world of sports law through its J.D./M.S. in Sport Management program. FSU is situated in Tallahassee, Florida, and has a curriculum allowing students to simultaneously earn both a law degree and a Master of Science, giving a fascinating blend of applied sports business training as well as legal doctrine.  The curriculum has recently expanded to include a dedicated ‘Sports Law’ course as well as a class on the
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	‘Regulation of College Athletics,’ further boosting the program’s coverage of contemporary issues in the sports space. Students complete twenty-four credit hours of sport management coursework that spans media relations, sports law, and sports marketing topics and culminates in a thesis. FSU also emphasizes practical training on agent representation dynamics, contract negotiation, and labor regulation across competitive sports environments. The program receives enhanced career support via Russell Register (who has impressive experience within NCAA compliance office settings) and provides funding, support, and coaching to their Entertainment, Arts, and Sports Law Society (EASL) competition teams, who have competed in events that include the Fordham, Tulane, and UNLV national competitions. FSU’s EASL programming also highlights impressive speakers and networking events as well as active student engagement through experiential and social programming.
	Fordham University School of Law/Gabelli School of Business Fordham University’s Law School offers a sports law course and an annual symposium organized by its sports law student club. The university also created sports business and sports law programming housed within Fordham’s Gabelli School of Business. The Gabelli School of Business has also developed a Sports Business Initiative, which leverages the school’s location in the international sports and entertainment hub of New York City. The Initiative is focused on sports law, economics, ethics, and politics, seeking to cultivate a dynamic ecosystem for debate and analysis of legal, business, and governance issues across all levels of sport, including professional, amateur, domestic, and international. The program relies on faculty across its business, law, ethics, communications, finance, marketing, IT, and management areas, as well as its athletic department, and regularly brings together athletes, executives, attorneys, and media through the school’s symposia and related events. Fordham Law and Gabelli students have participated in research projects, with the possibility of more collaboration in the future. A key feature of the Fordham program is “The Sports Business Podcast with Prof. C.,” featuring interviews from sports law expert Mark Conrad on topics that include sports governance, gambling, the Olympics, and coaching ethics. The school’s notable academic offerings include a Sports Law course at the undergraduate level, along with robust sports marketing, communications, and analytics offerings, as well as a possible expansion into graduate-level coursework coming in the near future.
	Georgetown University Law Center Georgetown University Law Center is based in the heart of the nation’s capital in Washington, D.C., leveraging its prime location
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	to give its students a promising destination to study entertainment and sports law. The school is recognized around the globe for its overall academic caliber, but the subject areas of intellectual property, entertainment law, and technology law stand out at Georgetown as helping to provide crucial support to a dynamic sports law curriculum. Students in the program have the chance to take part in specialty courses like ‘Entertainment Law,’ ‘Sports Law,’ and ‘The Law and Business of Television.’ One of the program’s key features is the Georgetown Entertainment & Media Law Division (GEMALaw), which is an active student organization that hosts a highly regarded annual Sports & Entertainment Law Symposium, an event that helps to connect students with prominent practitioners in the industry from notable organizations like the WNBPA, FOX Sports, and Monumental Sports & Entertainment. The vast alumni network boasted by Georgetown includes high-ranking executives like the President of the Green Bay Packers and the Chairman of NBC’s Sports Group, helping to give students incredible mentorship opportunities and pathways to careers practicing sports in the nation’s capital and beyond.
	Harvard Law School Harvard Law School offers a premium sports law curriculum distinguished by both its rigorous coursework and its incredible experiential learning opportunities. The program is led by Professor Peter Carfagna, centering on a signature sports law clinic that gives students real-world legal placements with major professional leagues, agencies, and teams, an initiative Carfagna has spent nearly two decades developing and expanding through deep industry relationships. Students have the ability to specialize through three distinct clinical classes focusing on the legal theory of the major leagues, athlete representation, and advanced contract drafting, with many securing internships that act as direct entry points into the industry. Outside of the classroom itself, students contribute scholarship to the Harvard Journal of Sports and Entertainment Law and engage with world-class speakers from across the sports industry at the school’s annual spring symposium. The prestigious reputation of Harvard’s program is reflected in its alumni network, which includes general counsel, executives, and front-office leaders from across the NFL, NBA, MLB, MLS, and global organizations like FIFA, equipping its graduates with the professional networking connections and practical skills necessary to excel in this competitive field.
	Marquette University Law School Led by Professors Paul Anderson and Matt Mitten, Marquette University Law School’s sports law program remains among the leaders in national and international sports law. The program has
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	notably been bolstered by the recent addition of Professor Aaron Hernandez, who will serve as the director of the Law School’s National Sports Law Institute (NSLI) and join its impressive sports law faculty. Known for having a robust sports law alumni network, Marquette offers its students a wide-spanning curriculum that includes seventeen specialized classes, alongside the opportunity to earn an additional sports law certificate through the NSLI. The program’s students enjoy an immersive campus environment with weekly events in the Sports Law Speaker and Conversation Series, numerous career panels, and continuing legal education (CLE) programs and conferences. Practical experience is also a central focus, as students have access to numerous internship opportunities each semester within professional teams, colleges, sports law firms, and the NCAA, among many other organizations. Students also have the chance to join and write for the Marquette Sports Law Review, compete internally and nationally at a variety of competitions, and participate in seven different sports law student groups. Marquette’s blend of strong leadership, rigorous academics, and hands-on training consistently prepares its graduates to go on to have impactful careers in law practice and sports at all levels.
	New York Law School New York Law School (NYLS) has quickly become a prominent player in the world of sports law, driven in part by its amazing location in the heart of New York City, as well as the leadership of adjunct Professor Dan Lust. NYLS’s program stands out due to its innovative and hands-on approach to sports law through initiatives like the NIL Pro Bono project, an opportunity for students to give legal support and education to athletes navigating their NIL rights. The school also now boasts weekly speaker sessions that bring practitioners directly into the classroom to impart their knowledge onto members of the program. NYLS has also continued to grow their experiential learning offerings, transitioning their former Soccer Negotiation Competition into an NIL-focused competition that reflects the shifting legal landscape of modern college athletics. Students can also benefit from NYLS’s annual sports law symposium that is held each spring and a constantly expanding curriculum, featuring classes like ‘Advanced Sports Law.’ In addition, NYLS sends student competition teams to sports law competitions all over the country, one of a growing number of schools to use these events as a chance to reinforce their commitment to practical training and national engagement in the sports law field.
	Pepperdine Caruso School of Law Pepperdine Caruso School of Law, situated in Malibu, California, near the sports and entertainment hub of Los Angeles, offers its students a leading Entertainment, Media, & Sports Law (EMS)
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	Program that is integrated into the school’s larger course offerings. Led by Professor Maureen Weston (who has been nationally recognized for her work with the NCAA committee on infractions, as a sports law scholar, and as an arbitrator on panels including the American Arbitration Association (AAA), Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS), the U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee dispute resolution bodies, and FINRA), Pepperdine’s program emphasizes both practical rigor in sports law and dispute resolution as well as academic rigor. Students have the opportunity to pursue an LL.M. as well as a J.D. Certificate in Entertainment, Media, & Sports Law, giving program participants a flexible pathway to gain access to specialized training in the space. Pepperdine also helps to give students hands-on experience through their Sports Law Society, writing opportunities, advocacy competitions, and conferences that aim to address contemporary issues such as eSports, NIL, SafeSport, sports betting, and Olympic governance. One of the program’s most prominent features is their International Sports Law Study Tours that span cities such as Paris, Switzerland, and London, led by CAS arbitrator Jeffrey Benz and Professor Weston and offering students direct experience with global arbitration bodies and sports institutions.
	Santa Clara University School of Law Santa Clara University School of Law, located in the heart of Silicon Valley and the sports-rich San Francisco Bay Area, sets itself apart through its offering of a specialized Sports Law Certificate program that is structured to address the legal complications created by the multibillion-dollar athletics industry. Led by Leonard Lun, the first cohort of the program (thirteen students in total) graduated in the spring of 2025, and it remains the only such curriculum of its kind in the Bay Area, providing a comprehensive selection of classes that encompasses labor law, antitrust, privacy, and intellectual property. A cornerstone of Santa Clara’s growth in this space has been its highly active Sports and Entertainment Law Society, which now exceeds 100 members and plays host to a variety of site visits with professional sports organizations, speaker panels, and a monthly newsletter. In March 2026, the law school hosted its 3rd Annual Santa Clara Sports Law Conference, an event that featured four panels, speakers from around the country, and 100-plus attendees. Students at Santa Clara can also benefit from a popular ‘Sports Law’ course that is offered to both full-time and part-time J.D. candidates and features weekly guest speakers from across the sports industry. The school’s Honors Moot Court External Team placed first at the Fifth Annual Professional Football Negotiation Competition at Villanova in March of 2025, and a new sports law course has been added to the Santa Clara University Leavey School of Business’s M.S. in Sports
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	Business Program (also taught by Lun), allowing for integration across multiple disciplines.
	Seattle University School of Law Seattle University School of Law offers its students a devoted sports law program that is guided by Kelli Rodriguez, focusing on the intersection of law, sports, and ethics by cultivating experiences that are intended to help students prepare for careers in a sporting world that is constantly evolving. Seattle emphasizes compliance and risk management as well as the legal nuance seen across the likes of both major and collegiate athletics. The program allows J.D. students to focus their studies on sports, and non-J.D. students may pursue a Master of Legal Studies (MLS) degree in Sports Law and Sports Law Compliance, providing them with a pathway to address the complexities inherent in countless areas of the industry, including NIL, labor law, and intellectual property disputes. Over the past two years, Seattle has continued to expand the program’s offerings to ensure students stay on the cutting edge of the evolving sports law landscape, including the recent addition of a dedicated NIL course that offers a timely way for students to stay aligned with industry trends. Situated in a passionate sports market in the city of Seattle, the program gives students practical experience through internships with organizations like the Mariners, Kraken, and Seahawks as it continues to build strong momentum.
	Seton Hall Law School Seton Hall Law School’s Gaming, Hospitality, Entertainment, & Sports Law (GHamES) program, which was launched as a formal certificate back in 2023, continues to expand its offerings as part of the school’s 75th anniversary. Building on Seton Hall’s historic role as one of the first U.S. law schools to emphasize the study and practice of sports law, the program, which is led by Associate Dean Devon Corneal and Professor Robert Boland, utilizes the sports betting leadership of New Jersey and the school’s close proximity to New York City in order to provide their students with notable industry access across gaming, sports, and entertainment law.  Seton Hall’s current class offerings include ‘Sports Negotiations,’ ‘Collegiate Sports Law,’ ‘Labor Relations in Sports,’ and a hands-on NIL course that gives students the chance to negotiate and draft mock agreements. Seton Hall reinforces its experiential learning through Sports Law Dialogues, an annual symposium, and a Gaming Law and Compliance Bootcamp that has been nationally recognized and is now in its seventh year.  Up to twenty percent of students in the program also complete advanced writing on topics relating to GHamES. Seton Hall’s offerings are further bolstered by the school’s Interdisciplinary Center for the Study of Sports, as well as the Stillman School of Business, the university’s Sports
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	Journalism Center, and a dedicated Entertainment and Sports Law Society (ESLS) student-led organization.  Recent program highlights include the moot court team enjoying success at the national level, strong sports internship placements across the industry, and the continued influence from the role Dean Emeritus Ronald Riccio played in the landmark PASPA challenge.
	Tulane University School of Law Tulane University School of Law is among the pioneering forces in sports law education. The university is notable for becoming the first American law school to offer a sports law certificate back in 1993. Tulane’s program has been led for nearly two decades by Professor Gabe Feldman alongside Program Manager Eric Blevins (who has been an important guiding force within the program since 2020), offering students a modern curriculum as well as a well-developed alumni network that features graduates across leagues, agencies, and even front offices. The school’s hallmark sports and entertainment mentorship programs now pair close to 100 individual students in total with two professionals apiece, allowing participants to glean valuable insights from those already working within the industry. Tulane also continues to grow their experiential learning offerings through their well-known national competitions (now five in total, including their rapidly growing International Fútbol Negotiation Competition), which drew just under 200 teams combined across their 2026 sessions. Those within the program can also partake in exclusive internship pipelines with organizations like the Los Angeles Clippers, Atlanta Hawks, Dallas Mavericks, and Athletes First while also having the chance to engage with the nearly 250 industry professionals who engaged with Tulane Sports Law students in 2025. With their new classroom offerings like Sports Broadcast Law on top of their impressive conferences and programs, Tulane remains a top-tier destination for those who hope to practice sports law.
	UCLA School of Law The UCLA School of Law is another outstanding destination for young sports attorneys-to-be, with a location strategically positioned within Los Angeles’ vibrant entertainment and sports landscape. UCLA’s program is anchored by the Ziffren Institute for Media, Entertainment, Technology, and Sports Law, which helps the program to create a structured framework for students to explore the nuances of these dynamic industries.  The school distinguishes itself through a strong commitment to experiential learning, as UCLA provides its students with engaging opportunities like the ‘Sports Law Simulation’ and the ‘Talent & Brand Partnerships/Name, Image, and Likeness (NIL) Clinic.’ These experiences help students to engage in projects that have real-world impact including direct collaborations with high-level
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	practitioners like the Los Angeles Dodgers legal team. Beyond the classroom itself, the law school at UCLA hosts the yearly Global Sports Forum in partnership with the business school, yet another way the program continues to facilitate essential networking connections with leaders in the industry. With both its deep regional connections and elite academic reputation, UCLA ensures that graduates of its program are exceptionally prepared for a modern sports law market that seemingly changes by the day.
	University of California, Berkeley, School of Law The University of California, Berkeley, School of Law is one of the top institutions for students who have interests in the overlap between sports, digital media, and technology, due in large part to the school’s close proximity to Silicon Valley. The program is headed up by Executive Director Wayne Stacy, operating through Berkeley’s Center for Law and Technology and placing sports law within their ‘Entertainment and New Media’ pathway to reflect the growing ties between athletics and digital content, including social media. Berkeley offers its students a robust curriculum that features nearly two dozen courses that range from ‘Video Game Law’ to the negotiation and drafting of sports contracts. Another key piece of the program is the school’s NIL Clinic, where students have the opportunity to give legal advice to athletes across California who otherwise lack access to professional representation. Berkeley’s commitment to experiential learning, combined with the school’s yearly sports law conference that is held each April, works to ensure that program graduates are equipped to take on the evolving legal issues faced by the modern sports industry.
	University of Florida Levin College of Law The University of Florida Levin College of Law is quickly becoming among the most powerful forces in the sports law industry, especially in an extremely competitive Florida legal market. Florida’s program is unique in offering its “Entertainment & Sports Law Roadmap,” which is a structured series of courses that helps to give students a comprehensive legal foundation within the space.  A huge part of the program’s curriculum is a sports law course taught by distinguished alumnus Darren Heitner, who has been nationally recognized for his NIL expertise. Heitner’s class features a “live syllabus” that is updated each year to ensure it addresses the most cutting-edge sports legal events as they are taking place. Outside of the classroom, the University of Florida serves as a critical pathway into the vast sporting landscape inside the state of Florida, helping students to secure externships with prestigious organizations like the Women’s Sports Foundation and the LPGA. Attendees also have the chance to make active contributions to the field themselves through the Florida Entertainment and Sports Law Review and the program’s annual spring symposium.
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	University of Georgia (UGA) School of Law Over the past two years, the University of Georgia (UGA) School of Law has notably expanded the sports law course offerings available to students as it attempts to build on its established J.D./M.S. in Sport Management and Policy, a four-year dual degree program that allows attendees to integrate sports administration and management courses with specialized legal training. A major development for UGA has been the debut of a standalone Master in the Study of Law with a Sports Emphasis, which is a one-year hybrid program that is designed primarily for students who aspire to become sports agents and focuses on NBA, NFL, and NIL representation as well as providing attendees with a robust legal foundation to begin agency work. The program’s J.D. curriculum will be expanded with new sports law classes, including ‘Name, Image, and Likeness Agency,’ as well as other topics that will complement the well-established sports law coursework that has been led by John Cooper for several years. UGA’s externship opportunities have also expanded, now featuring new placements with the Atlanta Braves to go along with their established partnerships with the UGA Athletic Department, Georgia Southern Athletics, and the Georgia Tech Athletic Department. Students within the program also have the chance to compete at the national level via the program’s participation in events like the Tulane International Fútbol Negotiation Competition (reaching the semifinals) and the Villanova Professional Football Negotiation Competition.
	University of New Hampshire (UNH) Franklin Pierce School of Law The University of New Hampshire (UNH) Franklin Pierce School of Law has developed an impressive Sports and Entertainment Law program that is led by Professor Michael McCann, a nationally recognized sports law expert, Sportico contributor, and visiting professor at Harvard Law School. UNH’s program boasts highly distinguished faculty who possess voluminous industry experience, including the representation of elite athletes and involvement at high levels of sports governance and litigation alike. A defining strength of the program is its integration with the law school’s existing intellectual property law programming (an area in which the university is consistently ranked among the top ten nationally), informing their leading coursework in areas such as NIL (where they hosted the nation’s first class in 2020), crisis management, sports betting law, and a combat sports law course that is taught in Las Vegas in partnership with the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). Through the UNH Sports and Entertainment Law Institute (SELI), attendees have the chance to pursue specific concentrations, contribute to the UNH Sports Law Review, and
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	engage in symposia that address areas like emerging market issues and antitrust. Finally, UNH’s externships and legal residencies with major leagues, teams, and agencies help to position graduates for success in the sports industry when they leave the program.
	University of Miami School of Law Located in a global sports and entertainment hub, the University of Miami School of Law offers a premier, practice-oriented curriculum with outstanding internship and global opportunities. Miami’s Entertainment, Arts, and Sports Law (EASL) program stands out as being the only American program to unite the three industries of entertainment, arts, and sports law under one umbrella. The EASL program emphasizes transferable lawyering skills through a 35+ course, practitioner-led experiential curriculum. Students can pursue an accelerated J.D./LL.M. while taking innovative transactional courses in areas such as venue agreements, team transactions, and AI. Miami’s EASL program has deep industry integration through its advisory board and partnerships with organizations like NBCUniversal, the Miami Dolphins, the WNBPA, and FIFA, alongside global coursework in Madrid, Florence, and London. Each year, students secure 75+ industry practicum opportunities nationwide, including Fanatics, WME, NFL teams, Inter Miami, Roc Nation, and more. Graduates also join top firms such as Sidley Austin, Kirkland & Ellis, and Latham & Watkins. Miami Law runs two signature spring events, the Counseling Creators Competition and Conference and the Global Entertainment and Sports Law + Industry Conference (comprising two days and seventeen panels), bringing together over 135 practitioners as judges and speakers. A sports negotiation team prepares students for national competitions, while the NIL and Content Creators Lab and NY “Company Crawl” expand experiential learning and national reach. Experiential learning, a strong alumni network, and elite internships position Miami Law’s EASL program among national leaders in entertainment and sports law education.
	University of Minnesota Law School The University of Minnesota Law School is another program that is rapidly ascending into a top destination for sports law. Minnesota is distinguished by its major focus on NIL as one of the first schools in the country to launch a dedicated clinic providing pro bono NIL legal services, giving students the opportunity to gain hands-on experience assisting athletes and influencers. Situated in a bustling Midwestern city, the program is a beneficiary of its location within both a sports-centric market and a major Power Five university. Under the leadership of the program’s co-director, Tarun Sharma, the curriculum available to students continues to expand, and
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	Minnesota recently introduced both an annual spring symposium and a sports law moot court competition to bolster their existing offerings. Minnesota’s combination of academic rigor and clinical practice (supported by the strong national reputation of the school) positions the program as a formidable contender for students who want to lead in the evolving professional and collegiate sports legal landscape.
	University of Mississippi School of Law (Ole Miss) The University of Mississippi School of Law (Ole Miss) is led by Professor William Berry (co-author of a leading sports law textbook) and offers its students a leading Sports & Entertainment Law concentration. Ole Miss’ curriculum includes classes covering professional sports law, collegiate sports law, entertainment law, copyright law, trademark law, and gaming law, also featuring a sports compliance seminar and an IP survey course taught by Berry, Ronald Rychlak (FAR and SEC board member), and Brian Downing (Google counsel). The program’s coursework emphasizes contract drafting (including coaches, NIL, and naming rights) as well as litigation simulations (such as collegiate eligibility cases following the Diego Pavia case). Ole Miss also features notable extracurriculars like the Mississippi Sports Law Review (in its fifteenth year, publishing fifteen to twenty student papers), a spring symposium, and teams in national negotiation and moot court competitions. Students also have the chance to work in the athletics compliance department and general counsel’s office. Berry also co-authors West’s Sports Law casebook with Jodi Balsam, Michael Harper, and Marc Edelman, and with Dan Lust is completing the second edition of “College Sports Law in a Nutshell,” while Rychlak co-authors a gaming textbook, allowing students further opportunities to engage with leading educators in the space.
	University of Oregon School of Law The University of Oregon School of Law has continued to help position sports law at the forefront of a broader sports ecosystem where law, governance, innovation, and business are constantly intersecting, anchored by significant expansion within the program over the last two years. Oregon’s signature offering, the Summer Sports Law Institute (SSLI),  now includes two online courses that are each five weeks in length (‘Professional Sports Law’ and ‘Pathway to Practice in Sports Law’), with additional optional in-person immersive experiences in Eugene, Oregon, including site visits to Columbia Sportswear, Nike, and Oregon Athletics. SSLI also gives attendees the chance to attend major sporting events and to enjoy engagement with top professional sports organizations like the Portland Timbers of Major League Soccer (MLS).  In 2025, Oregon also launched a formal Sports Law J.D. concentration, serving to complement  a growing sports law curriculum that
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	includes classes like ‘Sports Licensing,’ a ‘Sports, Entertainment, and NIL Deals’ practicum, and a Sports and Human Rights writing colloquium. The school is also developing a fully online Sports Law LL.M. that will launch in the fall of 2027. Students in Oregon’s program benefit from a litany of industry guest speakers, national internship experiences, competitions, and events like the Black Student Athlete Conference.
	University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School The University of Pennsylvania’s Carey Law School offers its students a highly interdisciplinary approach to sports law that draws on its Ivy League environment and prime location in Philadelphia. Penn’s Entertainment and Sports Law Society (ESLS) sits as the cornerstone of this program, building on this foundation through devoted programming like guest speakers, an annual symposium, panels, and support of networking initiatives while also boasting a student-run blog that covers topics spanning IP, labor, social justice, and contracts. Students in Penn’s program also have the chance to compete at the national level in sports and entertainment law negotiation competitions, earning recent titles in the 2025 Tulane Professional Basketball Negotiation Competition (Champions; MVP) and strong finishes in the ASU NBA Trade Deadline Competition and Miami’s Influencers, Artists, and Trendsetters Negotiation Competition. The program also features a curriculum that includes exciting courses like ‘Entertainment Law Transactions,’ ‘Gaming Law,’ ‘Negotiations and Drafting for M&A in Entertainment,’ and ‘Jurisprudence of Sport’ (the last of which is taught by Professor Mitchell Berman), classes that treat individual sports as having distinct legal systems and examine the eligibility and competitive integrity principles that underly each organization. Furthermore, students can benefit from cross-registration with the Wharton School and the sports analytics programming housed therein, giving members of the program additional avenues by which to build their sports law experience.
	University of Southern California (USC) Gould School of Law The University of Southern California (USC) Gould School of Law is another program that has significantly expanded its footprint in sports law, launching the Sports, Entertainment, Media, and Technology Law (SEMT) Center on its campus in the fall of 2025. USC’s excellent location in Los Angeles allows the Center to leverage its close proximity to the industry to align its students with outstanding experiences that include internships with organizations such as Riot Games, Angel City FC, Paradigm Sports, and even a newly created relationship with LAFC.Over the course of the program’s first year, the SEMT has established five new courses for the 2026–2027 academic year (including three that focus specifically on sports), recruited a number of new adjunct faculty
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	, and reworked the existing sports and entertainment class offerings to better fit the changing needs of the industry. The program also boasts a speaker series put on through the Center, beginning with a sports agency panel that drew over 100 students, and USC recently hosted a sports symposium in partnership with the Creative Artists Agency (CAA). In addition, SEMT has developed an advisory board that is comprised of experienced leaders in the industry and continues to expand their connections with various in-house legal departments in order to increase the number of real-world learning opportunities that are at their students’ fingertips.
	University of Tennessee Winston College of Law The University of Tennessee Winston College of Law, located in Knoxville, offers a growing, practice-oriented sports law program shaped by its location in the Southeastern Conference (SEC), one of the nation’s most competitive ecosystems. Proximity to a major Division I athletic department gives students direct experience with issues in governance, compliance, and the business of college sports. The program has also expanded to include additional academic and experiential opportunities in entertainment and sports law, including ‘Sports Law’ and ‘NIL and the Law,’ as well as class offerings in business, labor, and regulatory law. A key aspect is the school’s Transactional Law Clinic (directed by Professor Brian Krumm), where students advise student-athletes on NIL agreements, intellectual property matters, entity formation, and tax considerations. Faculty involvement in institutional NIL policy development and broader intercollegiate athletics governance ensures the program remains engaged in shaping the evolving legal landscape of college sports. Students regularly secure compliance internships within athletic departments and independent study projects in athlete advocacy and participate in sports advocacy opportunities and sports negotiation competitions across professional and collegiate settings through the school’s Center for Advocacy and Dispute Resolution. Tennessee’s program is supported by guest speakers from within the sports industry and programming from the school’s Sports and Entertainment Law Society, further strengthening its practical training environment.
	University of Virginia (UVA) School of Law The University of Virginia (UVA) School of Law is an amazing destination for prospective sports lawyers, as the program combines the school’s elite academic prestige with practice-oriented training in both sports and entertainment law. Located just outside of Washington, D.C., UVA’s program gives their students strategic access to a key hub for sports leagues, unions, and governmental institutions alike. The program is headed by experts like Professor Sarah Hartley, featuring a curriculum that dives into the
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	commercial, governance, and structural dimensions of professional, amateur, and Olympic sports. UVA’s offerings have also been further bolstered by the addition of a new course, ‘The Business of Sport,’ which will be taught by Professor Mark Whitaker. The school’s impressive Law & Business program additionally integrates sports law themes across their classes and student organizations. Students have the chance to engage with the field through the Virginia Sports & Entertainment Law Journal and the Virginia Sports and Entertainment Law Society, all while benefiting from hands-on transitional experience through the school’s yearly Transactional Law Competition sponsored by the Virginia Law Emerging Companies and Venture Capital Society. UVA’s robust alumni network further enhances career access for students as well.
	Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law Villanova University’s Charles Widger School of Law is located just outside of Philadelphia and within close reach of New York City, offering to their students a top-tier sports law program that is headed by Professor Andrew Brandt, a former Green Bay Packers executive and sports agent, as well as Centers Program Manager Samantha Myers. At the very core of the program lies the Jeffrey S. Moorad Center for the Study of Sports Law, which is one of the very few institutes in the nation that is dedicated exclusively to the field. Students have the opportunity to take part in a highly competitive Sports Law concentration that features real-world projects, weekly collaboration with Brandt, and the chance to assist in the authorship of the annual Brandt Report, which covers emerging issues in the industry. Villanova’s nationally recognized Sports Law Negotiation Team (competing in football, basketball, soccer, and baseball) has also recently secured multiple competition titles. The school’s expansive class selection includes specialty courses taught by leading industry practitioners, while students can also partake in the Moorad Sports Law Journal and the Moorad Symposium, giving them impressive access to networking experiences and leaders in the sports law space.
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